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Digital Ad
Urban

Olivia Kuntz
Las Vegas Review-Journal

Turf Kings Digital Animated ad



Digital Ad
2nd & 3rd Place Awards

Group 1 — Henry Hernandez • Las Vegas Review-Journal

Group 1 — Brandi Munn • Las Vegas Review-Journal



In-House Advertising
Rural

Staff
Nevada Appeal

Meet Your Merchant



In-House Advertising
Urban

Angie Gutting, David Sly
Las Vegas Review-Journal

Obits Brochure



In-House Advertising
2nd & 3rd Place Awards

Group 2 — Staff • The Record-Courier



Print Ad 1/2 Page or Larger
Magazine

Olivia Kuntz
rjmagazine
NFR Live



Print Ad 1/2 Page or Larger
Rural

Michael McGarvey
Nevada Appeal

Carson City BBQ



Print Ad 1/2 Page or Larger
Urban

Henry Hernandez
Las Vegas Review-Journal

Marigold Fine Indian Cuisine



Print Ad 1/2 Page or Larger
2nd & 3rd Place Awards

Group 2 — Michael McGarvey • Nevada Appeal
Group 1 — David Sly • Las Vegas Review-Journal

Group 2 — Carolyn Trainor
• Eureka County Star

Group 1 — Jorge Betancourt • Las Vegas Review-Journal



Print Ad less than 1/2 page
Magazine

Olivia Kuntz
rjmagazine

Fantastic Indoor Swap Meet



Print Ad less than 1/2 page
Rural

Angie Gutting, David Sly
Boulder City Review

Your Passport for Dining



Print Ad less than 1/2 page
Urban

Olivia Kuntz
Las Vegas Review-Journal

La Vecindad Restaurant



Print Ad less than 1/2 page
2nd & 3rd Place Awards

Group 2 — Michael McGarvey • Lahontan Valley News
Group 1 — David Sly, Chris Sothman

• Las Vegas Review-Journal

Group 2 — Judy Covarrubias • Eureka County Star
Group 1 — Olivia Kuntz • Las Vegas Review-Journal



Special Event
Magazine

Samantha Lamb, Hannah Anter, 
April Martinez, Melina Taylor

Las Vegas Weekly
Best of Vegas 2025



Special Event
Rural

Staff
Nevada Appeal

Meet Your Merchant



Special Event
Urban

Samantha Lamb, Hannah Anter, 
April Martinez, Melina Taylor

Las Vegas Sun
Women's Prep Sports

Media Day 2025



Special Event
2nd & 3rd Place Awards

Group 3 — Samantha Lamb, Hannah Anter, April 
Martinez, Melina Taylor
Las Vegas Magazine

Group 2 — Staff
Fallon Post

Group 1 — Samantha Lamb, Hannah Anter, April 
Martinez, Melina Taylor
Las Vegas Sun

Group 3 — Samantha Lamb, Hannah Anter, April 
Martinez, Melina Taylor
Las Vegas Weekly



Special Section or Campaign (Advertising)
Rural

Tara Addeo, Matt Vickers
The Record-Courier

Best of Carson Valley



Special Section or Campaign (Advertising)
Urban

Jorge Betancourt, David Sly
Las Vegas Review-Journal

Vegas Roots Special Section



Special Section or Campaign (Advertising)
2nd & 3rd Place Awards

Group 2 — Abigail Fitzpatrick • Pahrump Valley Times
Group 1 — Angie Gutting • Las Vegas Review-Journal

Group 2 — Allyson Ahlert • Fallon Post
Group 1 — Staff • Reno News & Review



Art and Culture Commentary
College

Shawn Carney
The Scarlet & Gray Free Press

The Rapture Happened. Classes 
Resume Friday.



Art and Culture Commentary
Magazine

Geoff Carter
Las Vegas Weekly



Art and Culture Commentary
Rural

Kelsey Penrose
Carson Now

Toddler Arts & Rec Series



Art and Culture Commentary
Urban

John Katsilometes
Las Vegas Review-Journal

McCartney, JLo and Zac Brown 
light up Vegas.



Art and Culture Commentary
2nd & 3rd Place Awards

Group 3 — Amber Sampson • Las Vegas Weekly
Group 2 — Sara Dowling • Lahontan Valley News
Group 1 — Jason Bracelin

• Las Vegas Review-Journal

Group 1 — Jessica Santina • Reno News & Review



Breaking News Reporting
College

Noe Ramirez, Matthew Mondschein
The Scarlet & Gray Free Press

UNLV partners with Three Square to 
help Nevadans in need of food



Breaking News Reporting
Rural

Bill Evans
Pahrump Valley Times

Victim’s mother: “I’m torn. My heart is 
shattered.”



Breaking News Reporting
Urban

Siobhan McAndrew, Jaedyn Young, 
Jason Hidalgo

Reno Gazette-Journal
Castle Peak avalanche



Breaking News Reporting
2nd & 3rd Place Awards

Group 2 — Scott Neuffer • Nevada Appeal
Group 1 — Bob Conrad • This Is Reno

Group 2 — Sara Dowling • Lahontan Valley News
Group 1 — Tabitha Mueller • The Nevada Independent



Business Feature Story
Magazine

David Rodriguez
edible Reno-Tahoe

Soul Food: Papa What You Cooking 
features homey Southern dishes.



Business Feature Story
Rural

Kelsey Penrose
Carson Now

Dayton’s Odeon Hall is going back 
— way back — to its roots thanks to 

new history-buff owners



Business Feature Story
Urban

Jason Sarna
Reno News & Review
A tiny pet is trending



Business Feature Story
2nd & 3rd Place Awards

Group 3 — Barbara Twitchell • edible Reno-Tahoe
Group 2 — Kurt Hildebrand • The Record-Courier
Group 1 — Eli Segall • Las Vegas Review-Journal

Group 3 — Sarah Bun • edible Reno-Tahoe
Group 2 — Sydney Trainor • Fallon Post
Group 1 — Kris Vagner • Reno News & Review



Business Spot News Story
Rural

Robin Hebrock
Pahrump Valley Times

Making memories with the 
Moonshiners



Business Spot News Story
Urban

Eli Segall
Las Vegas Review-Journal

Tony Hsieh’s will is a forgery, claim 
lawyers for his estate



Business Spot News Story
2nd & 3rd Place Awards

Group 2 — Ron Eland • Boulder City Review
Group 1 — Kyle Chouinard • Las Vegas Sun

Group 2 — Kurt Hildebrand • The Record-Courier
Group 1 — Kate Reynolds • The Nevada Independent



Business Enterprise Reporting
Rural

Leanna Lehman
Fallon Post

Nevada Stakes its Claim in the 
West’s Tech Future



Business Enterprise Reporting
Urban

Eric Neugeboren
The Nevada Independent

Data center tax breaks



Business Enterprise Reporting
2nd & 3rd Place Awards

Group 2 — Winnona Eversgerd • Eureka County Star
Group 1 — Kyle Chouinard • Las Vegas Sun

Group 1 — Richard N. Velotta
• Las Vegas Review-Journal



Coverage of Underserved Communities
Magazine

Gabriela Rodriguez
Las Vegas Weekly

Community comeback: 
Leaders of the Historic Westside 

reflect on its past and 
dream of its future



Coverage of Underserved Communities
Rural

Jessica Garcia
Nevada Appeal

Nevada tribal community



Coverage of Underserved Communities
Urban

Alan Halaly, L.E. Baskow
Las Vegas Review-Journal

Nevada lithium mine battle fuels tribal 
conflict and ranching fears



Coverage of Underserved Communities
2nd & 3rd Place Awards

Group 3 — Jimmy Romo-Buenrostro
Desert Companion

Group 2 — Alexandra Couraud, Noah Glick, Scott King
Sierra Nevada Ally

Group 1 — Jeniffer Solis
Nevada Current

Group 3 — Tyler Schneider
Las Vegas Weekly

Group 2 — Hannah Truby, Alejandra Rubio
Sierra Nevada Ally

Group 1 — Mark Robison
Reno Gazette-Journal



Editorial Page
Rural

The Record-Courier



Editorial Page
Urban

Las Vegas Review-Journal



Editorial Page
2nd & 3rd Place Awards

Group 2 — Staff • Nevada Appeal
Group 1 — Staff • Las Vegas Sun



Editorial Writing
Rural

Kurt Hildebrand
The Record-Courier



Editorial Writing
Urban

Victor Joecks
Las Vegas Review-Journal

Clark County conflicts, cover-ups, 
and secrecy tarnish 

Nevada highway projects



Editorial Writing
2nd & 3rd Place Awards

Group 2 — Steve Ranson • Lahontan Valley News
Group 1 — Justin Hager • Las Vegas Sun

Group 2 — Trina Machacek • Eureka County Star
Group 1 — Kristen Hackbarth • This Is Reno



Education Reporting
Rural

Kelsey Penrose
Carson Now



Education Reporting
Urban

Hillary Davis
Las Vegas Sun

Transformed Macy’s in 
Las Vegas is ‘like Hogwarts’ for 

charter school students



Education Reporting
2nd & 3rd Place Awards

Group 2 — Lydia Snow • Elko Daily Free Press
Group 1 — Siobhan McAndrew • Reno Gazette-Journal

Group 2 — Ben Rowley • Lincoln County Record
Group 1 — Rocío Hernández • The Nevada Independent



Email Newsletter
Magazine

Cheree Boteler
edible Reno-Tahoe

Best Email Newsletter



Email Newsletter
Rural

Scott King
Sierra Nevada Ally

Climate Current Email Newsletter



Email Newsletter
Urban

Bob Conrad, Kristen Hackbarth, 
Darcy Harter
This Is Reno

This Is Reno's members-only 
newsletter



Email Newsletter
2nd & 3rd Place Awards

Group 2 — Staff • Nevada Appeal
Group 1 — Staff • The Nevada Independent

Group 2 — Rachel Dahl • Fallon Post
Group 1 — Jimmy Boegle • Reno News & Review



Entertainment Feature Story
Magazine

Jason Bracelin
rjmagazine

Living 'The Dream'



Entertainment Feature Story
Rural

Staff
Nevada Appeal

Striking color: Reception for
Carson City artist Sunday



Entertainment Feature Story
Urban

Siobhan McAndrew
Reno Gazette-Journal

Burning Man



Entertainment Feature Story
2nd & 3rd Place Awards

Group 3 — Gabriela Rodriguez
Las Vegas Weekly

Group 2 — Lydia Snow
Elko Daily Free Press

Group 1 — Jason Bracelin
Las Vegas Review-Journal

Group 3 — Sarah Bun
edible Reno-Tahoe

Group 2 — Robin Hebrock
Pahrump Valley Times

Group 1 — Christopher Lawrence
Las Vegas Review-Journal



Entertainment Spot News Story
Rural

Kyler Klix
Nevada Appeal

Gallery: High Sierra Music Festival 
fans share experiences



Entertainment Spot News Story
Urban

Hillary Davis
Las Vegas Sun

Sierra Vista student DJs drop 
beats for EDC-bound passengers 

at Las Vegas airport



Entertainment Spot News Story
2nd & 3rd Place Awards

Group 2 — Elijah Dulay • Pahrump Valley Times
Group 1 — Grace Da Rocha • Las Vegas Sun

Group 2 — Leanna Lehman • Fallon Post
Group 1 — Christopher Lawrence

• Las Vegas Review-Journal



Environmental Reporting
Magazine

Meg Bernhard
Desert Companion
Conduit to Wealth



Environmental Reporting
Rural

Richard Bednarski
Sierra Nevada Ally

Data Centers: Economic benefit or 
environmental boondoggle?



Environmental Reporting
Urban

Bob Conrad
This Is Reno

County officials tight-lipped 
about radon contamination at 

downtown courthouse



Environmental Reporting
2nd & 3rd Place Awards

Group 3 — Alan Halaly, L.E. Baskow • rjmagazine
Group 2 — Hannah Truby • Sierra Nevada Ally
Group 1 — Amy Alonzo • The Nevada Independent

Group 3 — Tyler Schneider • Las Vegas Weekly
Group 2 — Vanesa de la Cruz Pavas • Sierra Nevada Ally
Group 1 — Frank X. Mullen • Reno News & Review



Explanatory Journalism
Magazine

Barbara Twitchell
edible Reno-Tahoe

A Perilous Palette for the Palate: 
Food dyes beautify our food, but at 

what price to our health?



Explanatory Journalism
Rural

Steve Ranson and Ken Beaton
Lahontan Valley News

World War II winds down
in the Pacific



Explanatory Journalism
Urban

Kelsey Penrose
This Is Reno

Survey finds residents unhappy with 
public transit and downtown Reno



Explanatory Journalism
2nd & 3rd Place Awards

Group 3 — Geoff Carter • Las Vegas Weekly
Group 2 — Leanna Lehman • Fallon Post
Group 1 — Mark Robison • Reno Gazette-Journal

Group 3 — Alan Halaly, L.E. Baskow • rjmagazine
Group 2 — Kelsey Penrose • Carson Now
Group 1 — Mini Racker • The Nevada Independent



Feature Writing
Magazine

Christopher Lawrence
rjmagazine

Sauna and a show



Feature Writing
Rural

Scott Neuffer
Nevada Appeal

Victory of ice: Chasing the last 
glacier in Nevada



Feature Writing
Urban

Jason Bracelin
Las Vegas Review-Journal

Ex-boxing champ now punching 
clock as a Las Vegas mailman



Feature Writing
2nd & 3rd Place Awards

Group 3 — Shannon Miller • Las Vegas Weekly
Group 2 — Steve Ranson, Rick Hoover

• Lahontan Valley News
Group 1 — Frank X. Mullen • Reno News & Review

Group 3 — Shannon Miller • Las Vegas Weekly
Group 2 — Robert Perea • The Fernley Reporter
Group 1 — Kate Reynolds • The Nevada Independent



Food/Dining Writing
Magazine

Claire McArthur
edible Reno-Tahoe

Six Generations of Tradition, 
Quail Quest, Raising Food



Food/Dining Writing
Rural

Elijah Dulay
Pahrump Valley Times

A bittersweet closing for local 
hot dog stand — PHOTOS



Food/Dining Writing
Urban

Johnathan L. Wright
Las Vegas Review-Journal
Vegas dining scene booms 

with steakhouses, pizza, 
and major openings.



Food/Dining Writing
2nd & 3rd Place Awards

Group 3 — Johnathan L. Wright • rjmagazine
Group 2 — Kelli Kelly • Fallon Post
Group 1 — Jason Hidalgo • Reno Gazette-Journal

Group 3 — Brock Radke • Las Vegas Weekly
Group 1 — Christopher Lawrence

• Las Vegas Review-Journal



Gaming/Tourism Reporting
Rural

Jessica Garcia
Nevada Appeal



Gaming/Tourism Reporting
Urban

Dana Gentry
Nevada Current



Gaming/Tourism Reporting
2nd & 3rd Place Awards

Group 2 — Kurt Hildebrand • The Record-Courier
Group 1 — Oona Milliken • The Nevada Independent

Group 1 — David Danzis
• Las Vegas Review-Journal



Headline Writing
Rural

Rachel Dahl
Fallon Post

Captain's Log - Henlightenment, 
Packing Boxes and Pushing 

Deadlines, Words are Your Wand



Headline Writing
Urban

April Corbin Girnus
Nevada Current



Headline Writing
2nd & 3rd Place Awards

Group 2 — Kurt Hildebrand • The Record-Courier
Group 1 — John Taylor • Las Vegas Sun

Group 2 — Nancy Chapman • Fallon Post
Group 1 — Joe Hawk • Las Vegas Review-Journal



Health Reporting
Magazine

Tyler Schneider
Las Vegas Weekly



Health Reporting
Rural

Hannah Truby
Sierra Nevada Ally

The Boxes We Build: A Series 
on Solitary Confinement



Health Reporting
Urban

Bob Conrad
This Is Reno

County officials tight-lipped 
about radon contamination at 

downtown courthouse



Health Reporting
2nd & 3rd Place Awards

Group 3 — Amber Sampson • Las Vegas Weekly
Group 2 — Kelsey Penrose • Carson Now
Group 1 — Mark Earnest • Reno News & Review

Group 3 — Barbara Twitchell • edible Reno-Tahoe
Group 2 — Vanesa de la Cruz Pavas • Sierra Nevada Ally
Group 1 — Grace Da Rocha • Las Vegas Sun



Investigative Story
College

Matthew Mondschein
The Scarlet & Gray Free Press

Trump administration cuts child care 
grant for UNLV students in need



Investigative Story
Rural

Kelsey Penrose
Carson Now

Inside Carson City’s 
justice system



Investigative Story
Urban

Bob Conrad, Michelle Baker, 
Kelsey Penrose

This Is Reno
Living conditions at FPI-managed 
properties draw complaints and 

lawsuits



Investigative Story
2nd & 3rd Place Awards

Group 2 — Hannah Truby • Sierra Nevada Ally
Group 1 — Mary Hynes • Las Vegas Review-Journal

Group 2 — Vanesa de la Cruz Pavas • Sierra Nevada Ally
Group 1 — Bob Conrad • This Is Reno



Local Column
Magazine

Mike Prevatt
Desert Companion

The Short List



Local Column
Rural

Steve Ranson
Lahontan Valley News



Local Column
Urban

David Colborne
The Nevada Independent



Local Column
2nd & 3rd Place Awards

Group 3 — Sharon Honig-Bear • edible Reno-Tahoe
Group 2 — Ron Eland • Boulder City Review
Group 1 — Brian Greenspun • Las Vegas Sun

Group 3 — Lauren Tallman • The Vegas Voice
Group 2 — Bill Evans • Boulder City Review
Group 1 — John L. Smith • The Nevada Independent



Local Sports Column
Rural

Joe Santoro
Nevada Appeal
Sports Fodder



Local Sports Column
Urban

Adam Hill
Las Vegas Review-Journal

Gimmick fights, football 
controversy, and Raiders 

draft doubts



Local Sports Column
2nd & 3rd Place Awards

Group 2 — Tony Erquiaga • Great Basin Sun
Group 1 — Ed Graney • Las Vegas Review-Journal

Group 2 — Jacob Powers • Tonopah Times
Group 1 — Ray Brewer • Las Vegas Sun



News Obituary
Rural

Rachel Dahl
Fallon Post

Bill Kennedy Remembered 
as Educator, Industry Leader, 

and Champion of Craft



News Obituary
Urban

Howard Stutz
The Nevada Independent

Rossi Ralenkotter



News Obituary
2nd & 3rd Place Awards

Group 2 — Thomas Ranson • Lahontan Valley News
Group 1 — Spencer Levering • Las Vegas Review-Journal

Group 2 — Ron Eland • Boulder City Review
Group 1 — Brett McGinness • Reno Gazette-Journal



Police/Criminal Justice Reporting
Urban

Bob Conrad
This Is Reno

Facial recognition got a man 
wrongly arrested at a casino; he’s 
now suing police in federal court



Police/Criminal Justice Reporting
2nd & 3rd Place Awards

Group 1 — Oona Milliken, Isabella Aldrete
• The Nevada Independent

Group 1 — Kristen Hackbarth, Bob Conrad
• This Is Reno



Government Watchdog / Accountability Reporting
Rural

Kelsey Penrose
Carson Now

Carson Now Investigates: 
'It's a criminal justice system, 
not a victim's justice system'



Government Watchdog / Accountability Reporting
Urban

Mary Hynes
Las Vegas Review-Journal
County Contract Scandal



Government Watchdog / Accountability Reporting
2nd & 3rd Place Awards

Group 2 — Kelsey Penrose • Carson Now
Group 1 — Bob Conrad • This Is Reno

Group 2 — Bobbie Green • Mesa Valleys Progress
Group 1 — Amy Alonzo, Eric Neugeboren

• The Nevada Independent



Political Enterprise Reporting
Rural

Leanna Lehman
Fallon Post

Battle for the Badge, Nevada 
Supreme Court Orders Removal 

of Esmeralda County Sheriff 
Nick Dondero



Political Enterprise Reporting
Urban

Tabitha Mueller, Isabella Aldrete
The Nevada Independent

Special Session Post-Mortems



Political Enterprise Reporting
2nd & 3rd Place Awards

Group 2 — Kelsey Penrose • Carson Now
Group 1 — Bob Conrad • This Is Reno

Group 2 — Kelsey Penrose • Carson Now
Group 1 — Bob Conrad, Kristen Hackbarth

• This Is Reno



Profile
College

Andreea Cretu
The Scarlet & Gray Free Press

The rebirth of an arts scene



Profile
Magazine

Christopher Lawrence
rjmagazine

Claus Celebre



Profile
Rural

Hannah Truby
Sierra Nevada Ally

Profile of Dean Barlese



Profile
Urban

Jason Bracelin
Las Vegas Review-Journal

A different kind of fight



Profile
2nd & 3rd Place Awards

Group 3 — Ed Graney • rjmagazine
Group 2 — Robert Perea • The Fernley Reporter
Group 1 — Akiya Dillon • Las Vegas Review-Journal

Group 3 — Geoff Carter • Las Vegas Weekly
Group 2 — Scott Neuffer • Nevada Appeal
Group 1 — Oona Milliken • The Nevada Independent



Special Project
Magazine

Em Jurbala
Las Vegas Magazine

Plenty of Play



Special Project
Rural

Ally Staff
Sierra Nevada Ally
Sierra Nevada Ally 

2026 Calendar



Special Project
Urban

Staff
Las Vegas Review-Journal

Cowboy Central:
National Finals Rodeo 2025



Special Project
2nd & 3rd Place Awards

Group 3 — Em Jurbala • Las Vegas Magazine
Group 2 — Staff • Fallon Post
Group 1 — Staff • Las Vegas Review-Journal

Group 2 — Ashley Betrue, Adam Trumble
• Nevada Appeal



Special Section (Editorial)
Rural

Staff
Mesa Valleys Progress

Graduation Special Section



Special Section (Editorial)
Urban

Staff
Las Vegas Review-Journal

Our Boys of Summer - Summerlin 
South commemorative section



Special Section (Editorial)
2nd & 3rd Place Awards

Group 2 — Staff • Nevada Appeal
Group 1 — Staff • Las Vegas Review-Journal

Group 2 — Staff • Eureka County Star
Group 1 — Staff • Reno News & Review



Sports Feature Writing
College

Kelly Johnson
The Scarlet & Gray Free Press
Double trouble: Skatin’ Rebels 

sign defenseman brothers ready 
to make their mark



Sports Feature Writing
Magazine

Anne Davis
Desert Companion

Still on Its Feet



Sports Feature Writing
Rural

Thomas Ranson
Lahontan Valley News

Fallon Glory Days



Sports Feature Writing
Urban

Ray Brewer
Las Vegas Sun

‘Linsanity’ lit the spark, 
and Myles Che hopes to 

turn it into a blaze at UNLV



Sports Feature Writing
2nd & 3rd Place Awards

Group 3 — Ed Graney • rjmagazine
Group 2 — Anthony Mori • Elko Daily Free Press
Group 1 — Howard Stutz • The Nevada Independent

Group 3 — Amber Sampson • Las Vegas Weekly
Group 2 — Kyler Klix • Nevada Appeal
Group 1 — Alex Wright • Las Vegas Review-Journal



Sports Spot News Story
Rural

Tony Erquiaga
Great Basin Sun

Comeback for the Ages



Sports Spot News Story
Urban

Todd Dewey
Las Vegas Review-Journal
Betting scandals unlikely 

to prompt changes 
at Nevada sportsbooks



Sports Spot News Story
2nd & 3rd Place Awards

Group 2 — Thomas Ranson • Lahontan Valley News
Group 1 — Alex Wright • Las Vegas Review-Journal

Group 2 — Tony Erquiaga • Great Basin Sun
Group 1 — Brett McGinness • Reno Gazette-Journal



Sports Enterprise Reporting
Rural

Anthony Varriano
Mesa Valleys Progress

NIAA addresses state wrestling 
venue controversy



Sports Enterprise Reporting
Urban

Alex Wright
Las Vegas Review-Journal

‘Slit their throats’: 
Ex-Palo Verde baseball coach 

accused of verbal abuse



Sports Enterprise Reporting
2nd & 3rd Place Awards

Group 2 — Carter Eckl • Nevada Appeal
Group 1 — Amy Alonzo • The Nevada Independent

Group 1 — Case Keefer • Las Vegas Sun



Feature Photo
Magazine

L.E. Baskow
rjmagazine
Dragonfly



Feature Photo
Rural

Mark McEwen
Mesa Valleys Progress

Record March Heat



Feature Photo
Urban

L.E. Baskow
Las Vegas Review-Journal
Catch Death Valley’s fading 
Lake Manly before it’s gone 



Feature Photo
2nd & 3rd Place Awards

Group 3 — Shea Evans • edible Reno-Tahoe
Group 2 — The Eureka County Star • Eureka County Star
Group 1 — Jason Bean • Reno Gazette-Journal

Group 3 — Wade Vandervort • Las Vegas Weekly
Group 2 — Sarah Drinkwine • The Record-Courier
Group 1 — Christopher DeVargas • Las Vegas Sun



Multiple Photo Essay or Gallery
Magazine

L.E. Baskow
rjmagazine

Awash with life



Multiple Photo Essay or Gallery
Rural

Ron Eland
Boulder City Review

Annual Fourth of July Tradition



Multiple Photo Essay or Gallery
Urban

L.E. Baskow
Las Vegas Review-Journal

Bikers get geared up for 
Viva La Gravity outside 

Las Vegas



Multiple Photo Essay or Gallery
2nd & 3rd Place Awards

Group 3 — Christopher DeVargas • Las Vegas Weekly
Group 2 — Staff • Nevada Appeal
Group 1 — Madeline Carter • Las Vegas Review-Journal

Group 3 — Chase Stevens • rjmagazine
Group 2 — Kurt Hildebrand • The Record-Courier
Group 1 — Madeline Carter • Las Vegas Review-Journal



News Photo Coverage
College

Noe Ramirez
The Scarlet & Gray Free Press

UNLV partners with Three Square to 
help Nevadans in need of food



News Photo Coverage
Rural

John Clausen
Pahrump Valley Times

Fantastic fall festivities take over 
Petrack Park



News Photo Coverage
Urban

Wade Vandervort
Las Vegas Sun

ICE protests downtown



News Photo Coverage
2nd & 3rd Place Awards

Group 2 — Jessica Garcia • Nevada Appeal
Group 1 — Madeline Carter, Liv Paggiarino

• Las Vegas Review-Journal

Group 2 — Robin Hebrock • Pahrump Valley Times
Group 1 — Wade Vandervort • Las Vegas Sun



Portrait
College

Elena Murrieta
The Scarlet & Gray Free Press

UNLV hosts ‘Mariachi Extravaganza’ 
and celebrates Latino culture 

in Las Vegas



Portrait
Magazine

Christopher DeVargas
Las Vegas Magazine

Kaskade



Portrait
Rural

Hannah Truby
Sierra Nevada Ally

Portrait of Dean Barlese



Portrait
Urban

Madeline Carter
Las Vegas Review-Journal
More Elvis shows coming 

to Westgate



Portrait
2nd & 3rd Place Awards

Group 3 — Mike Higdon • edible Reno-Tahoe
Group 2 — Kurt Hildebrand • The Record-Courier
Group 1 — Benjamin Hager • Las Vegas Review-Journal

Group 3 — Christopher DeVargas
• Las Vegas Magazine

Group 2 — Kurt Hildebrand • The Record-Courier
Group 1 — Jason Bean • Reno Gazette-Journal



Sports Photo
Rural

Anthony Mori
Elko Daily Free Press

Safe at third



Sports Photo
Urban

Wade Vandervort
Las Vegas Sun

Las Vegas Bowl 2025



Sports Photo
2nd & 3rd Place Awards

Group 2 — Jeff Mulvihill Jr • Nevada Appeal
Group 1 — Steve Marcus • Las Vegas Sun

Group 2 — Jeff Mulvihill Jr • Nevada Appeal
Group 1 — Chase Stevens • Las Vegas Review-Journal



Overall Design
Magazine

Las Vegas Weekly Design Team
Las Vegas Weekly



Overall Design
Rural

Jessica Sterling
Tonopah Times-Bonanza



Overall Design
Urban

Staff
Las Vegas Review-Journal



Overall Design
2nd & 3rd Place Awards

Group 3 — Freeman Design Group • edible Reno-Tahoe
Group 2 — Kyler Klix and Lauren Solinger

• Nevada Appeal
Group 1 — Dennis Wodzisz, Jimmy Boegle

• Reno News & Review

Group 3 — Mark Antonuccio • rjmagazine
Group 2 — Staff • The Record-Courier



Page One Design / Cover Design
Magazine

Freeman Design Group
edible Reno-Tahoe



Page One Design / Cover Design
Rural

Staff
The Record-Courier



Page One Design / Cover Design
Urban

Dennis Wodzisz, Jimmy Boegle
Reno News & Review



Page One Design / Cover Design
2nd & 3rd Place Awards

Group 3 — Mark Antonuccio
rjmagazine

Group 2 — Kyler Klix, Lauren Solinger
Lahontan Valley News

Group 1 — Dave Mondt
Las Vegas Sun

Group 3 — Las Vegas Weekly Design Team
Las Vegas Weekly

Group 2 — Jessica Sterling
Pahrump Valley Times

Group 1 — April Robinson, Dan Alegria, Nathan Estep
Las Vegas Review-Journal



Video Program or Series
Rural

Nevada Appeal
Nevada Appeal

Sierra Nevada Forums



Video Program or Series
Urban

Staff
Las Vegas Review-Journal

7@7PM for Thursday, February 5th, 
2026, Thursday, June 12th, 2025, 

Nov. 26, 2025



SWEEPSTAKES
AWARDS



Advertising General Excellence
Magazine

Jaci Goodman
edible Reno-Tahoe



Advertising General Excellence
Rural

Staff
Nevada Appeal



Advertising General Excellence
Urban

Staff
Reno News & Review



Community Service
Magazine

Gabriela Rodriguez
Las Vegas Weekly

First-time homebuyers guide: 
The dream of owning a home in 

Las Vegas is possible 



Community Service
Rural

Leanna Lehman
Fallon Post

Task Force Update: 
The High Cost of Drug Abuse



Community Service
Urban

Mary Hynes & Staff
Las Vegas Review-Journal
County Contract Scandal



General Excellence - Print
College

Anna Weigand
The Scarlet & Gray Free Press



General Excellence - Print
Magazine

Staff
rjmagazine



General Excellence - Print
Rural

Staff
The Record-Courier



General Online Excellence
College

Charlize Angeles, Jamie Anderson
The Scarlet & Gray Free Press

Exploring ComplexCon 
Weekend 2025



General Online Excellence
Magazine

Cheree Boteler
edible Reno-Tahoe



General Online Excellence
Rural

Staff
The Record-Courier



General Online Excellence
Urban

Staff
Las Vegas Review-Journal



Freedom of the Press
Urban

Staff
Las Vegas Review-Journal

Review-Journal wins key Nevada 
access and public records battles



Editorial of the Year
Urban

Victor Joecks
Las Vegas Review-Journal
Clark County's shameless 

cover-up



Photo of the Year
Urban

L.E. Baskow
Las Vegas Review-Journal

Fernando Mendoza is 
sort of winner Raiders need 



Editorial Cartoon of the Year
Urban

Michael Ramirez
Las Vegas Review-Journal

Presidential obsession



Podcast of the Year
Urban

Bob Conrad, Kristen 
Hackbarth

This Is Reno
This Is Reno's podcast 

and radio show



Video of the Year
Urban

L.E. Baskow & Alan Halaly
Las Vegas Review-Journal
Nevada's 'white gold' rush



Story of the Year
Urban

Mary Hynes
Las Vegas Review-Journal
County Contract Scandal



Journalist of Merit
Urban

Alan Halaly
Las Vegas Review-Journal

Nevada faces water strain, growth 
battles and environmental conflict



Outstanding Graphic Designer
College

Nicholas Carballo
The Scarlet & Gray Free Press

Nicholas Carballo for Outstanding 
Graphic Designer



Outstanding Graphic Designer
Magazine

Corlene Byrd
Las Vegas Weekly



Outstanding Graphic Designer
Rural

Kyler Klix
Nevada Appeal



Outstanding Graphic Designer
Urban

Wes Rand
Las Vegas Review-Journal



Outstanding Visual Journalist
Magazine

L.E. Baskow
rjmagazine

Baskow’s work blends 
versatility, precision, atmosphere, 

and emotional depth.



Outstanding Visual Journalist
Urban

Madeline Carter
Las Vegas Review-Journal
Madeline Carter delivers 

compassionate, exceptional 
visual storytelling across 

Nevada.



Outstanding Journalist
College

Matthew Mondschein
The Scarlet & Gray Free Press



Outstanding Journalist
Magazine

Johnathan L. Wright
rjmagazine

Top 100, Parker profile, Champagne 
roundup, offbeat dining experiences



Outstanding Journalist
Rural

Kelsey Penrose
Carson Now

Kelsey Penrose — Outstanding 
Journalist



Outstanding Journalist
Urban

Mary Hynes
Las Vegas Review-Journal

Veteran journalist Mary Hynes 
exposed corruption, 
mismanagement and 
conflicts of interest.



CONGRATULATIONS
TO OUR 2026 HONOREES
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