
Bizuayehu Tesfaye
Las Vegas Review-
Journal
Jorge Gomez fact-
fi nding review
Judge’s Comment

I felt this photo. And 
when I closed my 
eyes, I could still 
feel it. Amazing job 
of storytelling and 
capturing pure, raw, 
emotion with vivid detail 
and skill. Well done.

2022
Annual 
Contest
Winners

OUTSTANDING JOURNALIST

Art Kane
Las Vegas Review-Journal
Judge’s Comment: I was blown 
away by the way Kane attacked so 
many varied topics. His reporting 
was direct, simple and unafraid. 
There is nothing more you can ask 
from a journalist. 

EDITORIAL OF THE YEAR

Victor Joecks 
Las Vegas Review-Journal
CSD Board should reject grading changes

Judge’s Comment: Job well done! Great arguments 
and resolution.

STORY OF THE YEAR

Art Kane
Las Vegas Review-Journal
Flawed Discipline

Judge’s Comment: An important 
story well researched and written.

Ellen Schmidt
Las Vegas Review-Journal 
Judge’s Comment: Wow! The fantastic work and 
professional package put this entry over the top. You feel 
the emotions when looking at Ellen’s work. Great job! 

JOURNALIST OF MERIT

Briana Erickson
Las Vegas Review-Journal
Judge’s Comment: Love Erickson’s 
writing style and how she makes 
the stories come alive. This is 
what will keep journalism alive. 
Keep it up.

SWEEPSTAKES WINNERS

FREEDOM OF THE PRESS

Scott Davidson, Art Kane, 
Jeff German, Shea Johnson, 
Rio Lacanlale, Steve Sebelius
Las Vegas Review-Journal
Public records reporting

Judge’s Comment: Well written and informative. 

Second Place 

Siobhan McAndrew
Reno Gazette-Journal
WCSD paid $4.4M settlement to family after alleged 
child abuse on school bus over 6-month period

Third Place

Ric Anderson, Ray Brewer, Jessica Hill
Las Vegas Sun
Reporting on the Nevada System of Higher Education

PHOTO OF THE YEAR

OUTSTANDING  VISUAL JOURNALIST
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YOUR NEIGHBORHOODS ARE 
OUR NEIGHBORHOODS.
Southwest Gas is committed to achieving a sustainable, efficient, reliable and resilient energy 
future for all by developing and implementing impactful solutions. Alongside our customers and 
our communities, we are translating purpose into action and are leading the way with innovative 
energy solutions to meet our communities’ sustainability goals. Corporate citizenship and 
social responsibility matter greatly to us. We will continue to make a positive difference through 
deliberate efforts which support our communities, build greater resilience, make enduring 
impacts, and sustain the quality of life for all in our neighborhoods.

Learn how Southwest Gas is energizing our communities by following Southwest Gas on 
Facebook, Instagram and Twitter or visiting swgas.com/sustainability
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Tom Tait

Tom Tait was a Las Vegas-based 
Associated Press news editor who 
hired reporters, mentored writers 
and guided coverage in Nevada 
and surrounding states from 2000 
to 2022.

He retired in June 2022 as 
Southwest AP news editor for 
Arizona, New Mexico and Nevada 
after 45 years in journalism in 
California and Nevada.

The roster of reporters Tait 
managed speaks volumes. He 

joined a Nevada AP staff of 
names familiar to Nevada Press 
Association members, including 
three who are Hall of Fame 
members: Robert Macy, Tim 
Dahlberg and Brendan Riley. He 
also hired or guided dozens of 
gifted AP journalists, including 
Pulitzer Prize winners Adam 
Goldman and Hannah Dreier.

“I think a news editor can be 
measured by the quality of the 
report and the character of the 
people they enlist for the job,” said 
Ken Ritter, a longtime AP news 
reporter who worked with Tait 
for almost 25 years. “The roster 
of reporters Tom has managed 
speaks volumes.”

Tait edited the Spartan Daily 
at San Jose State University 
in the 1970s. He worked at the 

Bob Brown

Brown made his most significant 
contribution to Nevada journalism 
as owner and publisher of the 
North Las Vegas Valley Times from 
1973 to 1984. 

He bought the paper from former 
Las Vegas Sun managing editor 
Adam Yacenda and two years 
later turned the weekly paper 
into a daily. At the time, it made 
Las Vegas the only city aside 
from New York with three daily 
newspapers. Competition with the 

Sun and the Las Vegas Review-
Journal was intense, but the 
Valley Times forged a unique path, 
revolutionizing coverage of politics 
and gaming in the state, focusing 
on the business of the gaming 
industry and on organized crime. 

“He turned (the Valley Times) 
into a must-read publication for 
politicians, business people and 
gamers, even though by 1979 its 
circulation (was dwarfed by its 
competitors),” wrote Jane Ann 
Morrison in the Review-Journal.

Brown assembled a talented 
staff of reporters, including 
eventual Nevada Newspaper Hall 
of Fame members Ned Day and 
A.D. Hopkins. Day had unparalleled 
sources in law enforcement and 
organized crime, enabling him 
to uncover mob influence in the 

SWEEPSTAKES WINNERS CONTINUED

2022 Hall of Fame Inductees

PODCAST OF THE YEAR

Jeff German, Larry Mir
Las Vegas Review-Journal
Mobbed Up

Judge’s Comment: I found all the entries in this 
category to be extremely strong and I could make 
a case for all of them to be the winner. But this 
podcast gets my vote as the best. It’s so well-
researched, so entertaining, such great storytelling. 
It’s the perfect podcast.

EDITORIAL CARTOON OF THE YEARVIDEO OF THE YEAR

Rachel Aston, Art Kane,  
David Guzman, Rhonda Prast
Las Vegas Review-Journal
An impaired driver, officers chose not to stop him — 
and a family forever changed

Judge’s Comment: Absolutely gut-wrenching video 
of a complete tragedy. Excellent reporting. The video 
brings you into the tragedy whether or not you want 
go there. Will be hard to forget. 

See TAIT, next page See BROWN, next page

Michael Ramirez, Las Vegas Review-Journal
Judge’s Comment: Tragedy and comedy in a single panel. Well-executed commentary on a perplexing 
response to a potentially life-saving vaccine.
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TAIT, continued from previous page

BROWN, continued from previous page

Los Angeles Herald Examiner, 
the Camarillo Daily News, the 
Daily Pilot in Costa Mesa and the 
Orange County Register before 
spending nine years managing and 
editing The Desert Sun, a Gannett 
newspaper. He became AP news 
editor in Las Vegas in February 
2000.

Tait’s name wasn’t in the byline. 
But his imprint was everywhere in 
the AP report.

He oversaw coverage of 
elections; the aftermath of 
the Sept. 11 attacks in 2001; 
entertainer Roy Horn’s mauling 
in 2003 by a white tiger at The 
Mirage; the 2006 shooting death 
of a judge in Reno; the 2007 
arrest of O.J. Simpson and his trial, 

conviction and release in Lovelock 
in October 2017 – the same day 
a gunman killed 58 people in the 
deadliest shooting in modern U.S. 
history on the Las Vegas Strip.

There were corruption scandals, 
casino implosions and openings; 
the effects of the Great Recession 
of 2008; the Sagebrush rebellion 
and an armed standoff at the 
Bundy ranch; shootings of a judge 
in Reno in 2006 and at an iHOP 
restaurant in Carson City in 2011; 
the long political fight before the 
federal Yucca Mountain nuclear 
waste project was shelved; the 
rise and fall of water levels at 
Lake Mead; and the coronavirus 
pandemic and casino closures in 
2020. 

2022 HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES CONTINUED

gaming industry.
Unfortunately, three dailies in 

the same city became financially 
untenable and when the Valley 
Times ran into trouble Brown got 
involved in an advertising scheme 
that allowed mob figures to launder 
money. After he was caught, he 
said he did it to keep the paper 
alive.

Brown also stopped paying taxes. 
In 1982, the IRS seized the Valley 
Times’ assets to cover $200,000 
in back taxes, leading the paper 
to declare bankruptcy. Brown 
was indicted on tax charges and 
pleaded guilty in 1983. 

Shortly before he died at the 
age of 54 in 1984, Brown testified 
against a participant in the money-
laundering scheme. The prosecutor 
later wrote, “Brown has devoted 
a large measure of his life to the 
public affairs of this state when 
any number of other pursuits 

would have been easier and more 
financially rewarding.”

Brown served as editor of the 
Review-Journal from 1961 to 
1964, when he resigned over a 
dispute with the owner regarding 
political coverage. After leaving the 
paper, Brown worked briefly as a 
speechwriter for then-U.S. Senate 
candidate Paul Laxalt.

Two years later he moved to 
Tucson to serve as the first editor 
of a new paper, the Tucson Daily 
American.

Brown was also a correspondent 
in Asia for UPI, worked as a 
journalist in Alaska and Arkansas, 
and served as editor and publisher 
of the Lacey (Wash.) Leader. He 
also served as a chairman of the 
Nevada State Tax Commission.

Brown was posthumously 
honored as a Distinguished 
Nevadan by the Nevada System of 
Higher Education. 

Steve Carp

Steve Carp has covered many of 
the biggest events and 
personalities in Las Vegas sports 
history.

For the Las Vegas Sun, he 
reported on the University 
of Nevada-Las Vegas mens’ 
basketball national championship 
run in 1990 and return to the 
Final Four in 1991. He was the 
Las Vegas Review-Journal’s lead 
writer for the expansion season of 
the Vegas Golden Knights during 
the team’s march to the Stanley 
Cup final. And he was the paper’s 
lead boxing writer at the height 
of Floyd Mayweather Jr.’s career, 
covering all of the major fights 
held in Nevada during that period 

along with the boxing careers of 
world champions Manny Pacquiao, 
Oscar De La Hoya, Canelo Alvarez, 
Gennady Glolovkin, Shawn Porter, 
Jessie Vargas and Ishe Smith.

Carp reported on the 2007 NBA 
All-Star Game and the first 12 
years of the NBA Summer League, 
as well as the Hall of Fame career 
of tennis great Andre Agassi. Las 
Vegans also learned about college 
and professional football, baseball, 
golf and soccer, including the 1994 
World Cup, from Carp’s reports.

The Brooklyn native moved to 
Las Vegas in August 1988 to work 
at the Sun. He joined the Review-
Journal in 1999 and left the paper 
in 2018 to serve as senior editor of 
Gaming Today, where he managed 
a staff of 32 writers. He helped the 
weekly become an award-winning 
national paper that covered 
the growth of sports betting 
outside of Nevada, as well as the 
casino industry and Las Vegas 
entertainment scene.

Earlier in his career, Carp worked 

Jane Ann Morrison

Jane Ann Morrison worked for 
four newspapers over 48 years and 
during 44 of those years she was 
based in Las Vegas, reporting on 
everything from the mob to gaming 
and politics.

She arrived in Vegas in 1976 
to work for the Review-Journal, 
where she reported on-and-
off for 38 years. She started as 
the night cops reporter, wrote 
magazine features and became the 
newspaper’s federal court reporter 
around the time the FBI began 
focusing on bringing down the Las 

Vegas mob.
Morrison wrote about then-

Gaming Commission Chairman 
Harry Reid during this period, when 
Reid publicly beefed with mobsters 
like Frank Rosenthal. She also 
covered Oscar Goodman when 
he was a lawyer for mob enforcer 
Anthony Spilotro and wrote many 
columns about his mayoral days. 
She was the first to confirm that 
Rosenthal was a government 
informant, although Goodman 
consistently denied it.

Writing about political corruption 
and gangsters like Spilotro and 
Rosenthal turned out to be 
perfect training for becoming 
the Reno Gazette-Journal’s Las 
Vegas bureau chief in 1986. She 
also covered the 1987 and 1989 
Nevada legislative sessions for the 
Gazette-Journal, which prepared 
her to become the Review-

See CARP, page 9

See MORRISON, page 9
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Jeff  German 1953-2022

“There weren’t a lot of things I wanted 
to talk about. Every day and every 
afternoon, Jeff  would call me. There 
is one person who had the inside of the 
entire (Binion) case, and that was Jeff . 
He just would not give up.” 
David Roger, former Clark County District Attorney

“Jeff  was an amazing 
reporter and an even 
more amazing person. 
His passion for his 
craft never wavered, 
his energy for stories 
was infectious, and 
his ability to reinvent 
himself was limitless.” 
Anastasia Hendrix, 
Review-Journal managing 
editor

“(His sources) trusted him. They 
knew whatever they said, whether 
it was on background or for print, 
that Jeff would get it right and they 
could trust him. … He believed it, 
and he lived it. And that’s what 
made him such an outstanding 
journalist.”
Brian Greenspun, Chairman and CEO, 
Greenspun Media Group

“Jeff  had a way of squeezing 
all the information a source 
had out of them. Many Las 
Vegans may not realize 
they’ve lost someone who 
wrote the fi rst draft of 
our young community’s 
history.” 
Francis McCabe, former Review-
Journal reporter

“He had a strong sense of right and wrong. If he 
thought someone was wrong or wronging the little 
guy, it was part of his DNA to go after it guns blazing.”
George McCabe, longtime friend

“Jeff spent over 40 years 
covering the worst of 
the worst of Las Vegas. 
This was a guy who ran 
down mobsters, wise 
guys and killers.” 
Glenn Cook, Review-
Journal executive editor

“He was a real old 
school journalist. 
He respected the 
role of the press 
and looked at both 
sides of a story.” 
David Chesnoff, 
defense attorney

“I remember when I 
started as a columnist, 
and I always turned to 
Jeff’s column early in 
the morning to see if 
he had scooped me. 
He would not let go of 
a story once he was 
on it. That’s what he 
was known for.”
Jon Ralston, CEO, The 
Nevada Independent

“Jeff’s loss is immeasurable. I absolutely loved working 
with him and I will sorely miss our daily calls and 
nonstop Slack conversations. He leaves behind a 
body of watchdog work that would be the envy of any 
reporter.” 
Rhonda Prast, Review-Journal assistant managing editor of 
investigations and engagement

“He was fair. He was transparent. He was as good as 
they come. … He got it right. He never misquoted me. 
… And so I respected him.”
Kathleen Bliss, former Assistant U.S. Attorney 

“He was not someone who was easily 
intimidated. Getting to the truth, that was more 
important to him than his own well-being or 
being popular.” 
Geoff Schumacher, journalist and 
The Mob Museum VP

“(Jeff) was a fearless reporter. If a story 
was there, he didn’t care who it was. Christ, 
look at the people he went after, that he’s 
written stories about. Let’s face it, there was 
no one he would back off. … He was sort of 
the embodiment of the First Amendment. To 
have a vigorous First Amendment you need 
vigorous reporters.” 
Tom Pitaro, criminal defense attorney

“The last thing I would say about 
Jeff is that anything scared him 
or that he was afraid. He was 
prepared to go after anyone who 
was doing something not in the 
public interest.” 
Alan Feldman, former MGM Resorts 
International executive

“He got people. And he got it from an underdog point 
of view. He didn’t care who he was going to piss off. 
He didn’t care if he offended people. I always had the 
sense that he loved what he did because he made a 
difference for the underdog – that was his currency. … 
He did such a service by really digging and following 
what was affecting people. There’s never going to be 
another Jeff German.”
Lisa Rasmussen, criminal defense lawyer

“Jeff  was tough but fair and a great mentor to young 
reporters both at the Sun and the Review-Journal.” 
Gov. Steve Sisolak
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ADVERTISING
Urban,Magazines
IN-HOUSE ADVERTISING

Katie Dixon, 
Samantha Petsch
Las Vegas Weekly
Women Inspiring Nevada 
2021

Judge’s Comment: The 
design and colors for 
this event are stunning! 
The look and feel was 
consistent throughout and maintained a strong 
brand identity for the event.

Second Place

Katie Dixon, 
Samantha Petsch, 
Alexandra Gex, 
Alexandra Sunga
Las Vegas Weekly
C-Suite Honors 2022

Judge’s Comment: The 
design was strong and 
consistent.

Third Place

Katie Dixon, Samantha Petsch, Alexandra 
Gex, Alexandra Sunga
Las Vegas Magazine
Las Vegas Magazine Hall of Fame 2022

Urban,Magazines,Rural
SPECIAL EVENT

Katie Dixon, 
Samantha Petsch
Las Vegas Weekly
Best of Vegas 2021

Judge’s Comment: This 
entry showcases how the 
community engaged with 
this contest and voted on 
their favorite Las Vegas 
businesses.

Second Place

Katie Dixon, 
Samantha Petsch, 
Alexandra Gex, 
Alexandra Sunga
Las Vegas Weekly
40 Under 40 2022

Third Place

Tara Addeo, Kurt Hildebrand, 
Sarah Drinkwine
The Record-Courier
Best of Carson Valley

Judge’s Comment: Great display on how this contest 
generated revenue!

Magazines,Rural
ADVERTISING GENERAL EXCELLENCE

Jaci Goodman
edible Reno-Tahoe
Judge’s Comment: Beautiful color and placement of 
advertising.

Urban,Rural
SPECIAL SECTION OR CAMPAIGN (ADVERTISING)

Nancy Streets, Susan Goddard
Elko Daily Free Press
Nurses—The Heart of Healthcare

Judge’s Comment: This is a visually appealing 
section with great photos and a good variety of 
honorees. The ads complemented the awards 
listings and the use of color was excellent. 

Second Place

Angie Gutting, Olivia Kuntz, David Sly
Las Vegas Review-Journal
Silver Nugget Awards

Third Place

Jorge Betancourt, David Sly
Las Vegas Review-Journal
Best of Las Vegas 2022

Second Place

The Record-Courier
Third Place

Nevada Appeal

Rural
IN-HOUSE ADVERTISING

Mike McGarvey
Nevada Appeal
Nevada Appeal App

Judge’s Comment: QR 
Codes! What’s old is new 
again and what a great 
way to bring them back. 
Aesthetically the ad pops 
and the background image 
is beautiful.

Second Place

Dolores Sarantes
Pahrump Valley 
Times
Chrismas Greetings Call 
2021

Judge’s Comment: The 
desert-themed snow globe is a great design — with 
weather unknown, it speaks to the community well. 
The promotion is unique and very community-centric.

Third Place

Dolores Sarantes
Pahrump Valley Times
Progress 2022 Call to Advertisers

Judge’s Comment: Great use of color and design in 
the ad. Certainly catches the eye and the message 
is pretty straightforward. Using images of actual 
customers to provide a sense of “what could be” for 
new customers is also smart. 

In Your Hand

DOWNLOAD DOWNLOAD DOWNLOAD DOWNLOAD DOWNLOAD DOWNLOAD 

TODAYTODAYTODAYTODAYTODAYTODAY

The free Nevada Appeal mobile App 
allows you to stay connected wherever you go.

Greetings will be published
 December 22nd

The deadline is 
December 3rd

Students in the third & fourth grades will be 
making Christmas drawings to be used for 
greeting ads. Business owners can then create 
a personal message for each ad.

This is a great way to highlight the creative 
e�ort of Pahrump’s children and send your 
personal greeting to friends and customers. 
Also included in this colorful section will be 
letters to Santa from the children.

Pahrump Valley Times
1570 E. Highway 372  • Pahrump, NV 89048

(775) 727-5102

Bianca Grae�
bgrae�@pvtimes.com
Cell 602-930-9686

Racheal Walker
rwalker@pvtimes.com

Cell 513-3462

Call your 
advertising representative 

to place your ad today!

2021
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ADVERTISING CONTINUED

Urban,Rural
PRINT AD 1/2 PAGE OR LARGER

Jorge Betancourt, Brandi Munn, Chris 
Sothman
Las Vegas Review-Journal
Las Vegas Kitchen & Bath

Judge’s Comment: Eye-catching — made me want to 
stop and inspect the ad.

Second Place

Jorge Betancourt, David Sly, Malachi 
Schlink, Olivia Kuntz
Las Vegas Review-Journal
Class of 2021

Third Place

Dolores Sarantes
Pahrump Valley Times
Pahrump Music Festival

LASVEGAS REVIEW-JOURNALWednesday, May 12, 2021 5A

LasVegasKitchenAndBathRemodeling.com

★ HIGH QUALITY WORK ★ COMPLETION ON TIME ★ COMPETITIVE PRICES ★
★ SATISFACTION GUARANTEED ★ NOT A SUBCONTRACTOR ★

*Contract must be signed by 5.15.21 Some restrictions apply. Not valid with any other promotion or offer.

Bid Limit $200,000 LIC 0082864

702-826-2999
FREEDESIGNCONSULTATION CALL

SHOWROOMAT 9893 S. EASTERN

★ HIGH QUALITY WORK ★ COMPLETION ON TIME ★ COMPETITIVE PRICES 
★ SATISFACTION GUARANTEED ★ NOT A SUBCONTRACTOR 

Come see one
of the Valley’s

best and newest
showrooms!

SPECIAL PRICING 
AND INCENTIVES

DURING THIS EVENT!

ANNIVERSARY
OFOURNEW
SHOWROOM!

SAFETY

COMFORT

STYLE&
BATHROOMS

KITCHENS

$500 OFF BATH REMODEL* $1,000 OFF KITCHEN REMODEL*

12 MONTH

0% INTEREST

NO PAYMENTS

FINANCING*

*o.a.c.

WALK-IN TUBSSHOWER CONVERSIONS LED MIRRORS

Urban,Rural
DIGITAL AD

Malachi Schlink
Las Vegas Review-
Journal
Meat Up Las Vegas

Judge’s Comment: Eye 
catching and really showed 
off the product well. Simple 
but effective. 

Second Place

David Sly, Malachi 
Schlink, Brandi Munn
Las Vegas Review-
Journal
Lighting Digital 

Judge’s Comment: Many well-executed elements. 
Visually engaging.

Third Place

David Sly
Las Vegas Review-Journal
Johnny on The Spot

Judge’s Comment: The design was simple and 
effective and translated well into different sizes. 

Rural
PRINT AD LESS THAN 1/2 PAGE

Tree Raffle
Music

Presentations from Local
Environmental Groups

Food & Drink
Solar Cooking Demonstration

Earth & Arbor DayEarth & Arbor Day

Saturday, April 16
Ian Deutch Memorial Park • 10am – 3pm 

CelebrationCelebration

Dolores Sarantes
Pahrump Valley Times
Earth Day Celebration Banner

Judge’s Comment: Bright and simple ad that uses 
the space effectively.

Second Place

Dolores Sarantes
Tonopah Times Bonanza
Town of Tonopah Upcoming Events

Judge’s Comment: This ad will get just the right 
amount of attention without overburdening the 
space with too much information. Very clean design.

Third Place

Dolores Sarantes
Pahrump Valley Times
Halloween Music Party

Judge’s Comment: Great use of space, and the black 
and white works better for the ad content than color 
would. Nice ad.

Urban
PRINT AD LESS THAN 1/2 PAGE

Up here, the world slows down, 
the lights fire up and the show never ends.

A Limited Collection of Luxury Estates High Above the Las Vegas Valley in the 
Private, Country Club Community of MacDonald Highlands. From $1.5 Million

Prices and terms subject to change without prior notice. Photos and renderings are artist’s conception and not intended to be an exact depiction. Christopher Homes  2021

NOW TAKING RESERVATIONS | 702.651.1151 | LIVESKYVU.COM

David Sly, Jorge Betancourt
Las Vegas Review-Journal
Christopher Homes Sky Vu

Judge’s Comment: This advertisement is 
breathtaking with the view and messaging!

Second Place

Henry Hernandez
Las Vegas Review-Journal
Vitalant

Judge’s Comment: Nice use of color.

Third Place

Jorge Betancourt, Brandi Munn
Las Vegas Review-Journal
Del La Couture

Judge’s Comment: Nice imagery used in ad.
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ADVERTISING CONTINUED

URBAN

Steve Marcus,  Las Vegas Sun
Judge’s Comment: Photo commands attention on the fi rst 
look and gets better with repeat viewing. Stark contrasts 
in light really give it energy.

Second Place

Andy Barron, Reno Gazette-Journal
Mischievous

Judge’s Comment: Terrifi c job of evoking emotion with 
nothing but a quick glance. Despite the masks I can sense 
the emotions of both children. Nice job of capturing a 
stolen moment.

Third Place

Wade Vandervort, Las Vegas Sun
The Rolling Stones

Judge’s Comment: Lighting, color and facial expressions 
really pop in this one. Even if someone hadn’t heard of the 
Stones, they would know them by this photo.

Nancy Streets, Susan Goddard, 
Seana Chapman, Carol Mott
Elko Daily Free Press
Mining the West 

Second Place

Nancy Streets, Susan Goddard, 
Seana Chapman, Carol Mott
Elko Daily Free Press
Health & Wellness

Zamalis, who introduced them-
selves to the community at 
Wednesday’s luncheon. 

“We are so thankful everyone 
has welcomed us into the com-
munity,” said Christelle. “I know 
the previous owners were very 
involved with the community, we 
want to continue to do the same 
and are very excited to be part of 
it.”

Originally from France, the cou-
ple moved to Northern Nevada 
in June after spending 22 years 
in Houston, Texas, where Remon 
was a private catering chef. 

“Covid kind of pushed us out, 
and we just wanted to do some-
thing different,” said Christelle.

Shortly after relocating to Reno, 
they learned that the small-town 
diner was on the market and 
jumped on the opportunity. 

“We liked the diner vibe and the 
view,” said Christelle. “It will stay 
the same Woodett’s, but we will 
add some new flavor.”

They said to expect some addi-
tions from their culture, including 
some French and Greek Cuisine 
on the menu.

“I will take what you like and 
adjust my cuisine to what you 
like,” said Remon. 

You can’t have breakfast with-
out coffee and taking first place 
for Best Coffee House was Coffee 
on Main. 

Coffee on Main is locally-owned 
and family operated by the Hop-
pes. It has been a long-time town 
favorite, receiving Best Coffee 
House in the Carson Valley for 11 
consecutive years. 

Co-owner Lauren Hoppe said 
she worked at the shop as a teen-
ager and after hearing the owners 
were retiring, she immediately 
called her parents.

“I wanted it to stay the same,” 
said Lauren. “I think if an outside 
person were to come in, it would 
not have had that same commu-
nity vibe and I really wanted it to 
stay as close to that same feel as I 
could and I think the customers 
really appreciated that.” 

Adele Hoppe said because 

Coffee on Main is locally owned 
and not a corporate business 
the customers are able to have 
a personal relationship with the 
baristas.

“The girls love their customers,” 
said Adele. “We get really close to 
them and everyone is treated like 
family.” 

Coffee on Main serves organic, 
locally roasted coffee from Alpen 
Sierra, Nitro Cold brew, 51 Fifty 
Energy Drinks, smoothies, baked 
goods and more. 

Speaking of family, Carson 
Valley Medical Center treats their 
patients like family too and that’s 
why they were voted Best Doctor 
and Best Customer Service in the 
Carson Valley.

“When you are best customer 
service, it really speaks volumes 

and to get it many years in a row, 
you know you are doing some-
thing right,” said Addeo. 

Dr. Colleen Kriss received the 
title for Best Doctor in family 
medicine for the second year in 
a row.

“I really appreciate the votes, 
I love my patients dearly,” said 
Kriss. 

Lead development and outreach 
coordinator Courtney Moore 
represented the medical center 
for the best Customer Service title 
during the luncheon. 

“We have a great community 
and we’d like to thank them for 
their continued support,” said 
Moore. “We treat our patients like 
friends and family and everyone 
who comes in gets that kind of 
treatment.” 

The Carson Valley Medical Center 
has received the title for best cus-
tomer service for four years straight. 
The center is located at 1107 High-
way 395 and provides urgent and 
emergency care, family, primary and 
senior care, specialty, behavioral, 
intensive care and more.

Also providing positive service 
is new and rising business owner 
Taylor Lynch, receiving third 
place in customer service along 
with four other awards.

The 22-year-old opened the 
Minden men’s grooming salon, 
Taylor’s Scissors & Clippers, in 
September 2020, in the middle of 
the pandemic.

During this year’s Best of Car-
son Valley, she was voted Best 
Hairstylist, second best beauty 
and hair salon, third for best new 

business and the community’s 
second-best volunteer. 

“I love seeing the entrepre-
neurship of young people in the 
community,” said Addeo. “She 
has quite a following, that’s some 
impressive placing.”

Lynch’s services extend outside 
of her shop with gift baskets for 
the football and basketball teams 
at Douglas High School, fundrais-
ers and community events. She 
said she enjoys being a part of the 
community and is honored for the 
recognition.  

“Keep setting goals and dreams so 
you don’t plateau in life and do ev-
erything with a smile,” said Lynch. 

The Best of Carson Valley has 
been highlighting the businesses 
and community of the Carson Val-
ley since 1995.  
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Here are three simple steps you can take for early detection:
1. Perform regular self-breast exams
2. Get an annual checkup with your doctor
3. Get an annual mammogram

Paying cash? Get a discount for mammograms scheduled during
the month of October.
• 3D Digital Mammogram with Tomosynthesis $125
• 2D Digital Mammogram $75
Cash pay fees are all-inclusive. No insurance billed.

Call to schedule your mammogram today: (775) 445-5500 | Carson City | Minden

1600 Medical Parkway | North Carson City | (775) 445-8000 | www.CarsonTahoe.com

Did you know Breast Cancer Awareness Day is celebrated on Nevada
Day? Help us turn Nevada Pink for Breast Cancer Awareness Month.

True BluemEEts Think Pink.

1600 Medical Parkway  |  North Carson City  |  (775) 445-8000  |  www.CarsonTahoe.com

Woodett’s Diner located in Gardnerville has been a favorite of The Record-Courier’s readers for 26 years, winning best breakfast at the first Best 
of Carson Valley in 1995. The restaurant’s new owners used the Best of Luncheon to introduce themselves on Wednesday.

KURT HILDEBRAND

BEST OF
From page 1

Rural
MAGAZINE
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YOU DESERVE IT! CV STEAK
Make Reservations Today!

775.783.6650

775.782.9711  |  cvinn.com

Saturday, October 9, 2021$1 | Volume 141, Issue No. 81 Douglas County’s Hometown Newspaper since 1880
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Owners promise new flavor for Valley fave

The new owners of Woodett’s 
Diner signed the lease for the pop-
ular Carson Valley breakfast spot 
just before receiving the award for 
best breakfast as part of the 26th 
Best of Carson Valley.

Businesses from around Carson 
Valley were recognized during a 
luncheon sponsored by The Re-
cord-Courier at the Carson Valley 
Inn on Wednesday.

“Over the past year, our coun-
try has faced some challenges,” 
said R-C Associate Publisher Tara 
Addeo during the luncheon. “But 

despite those challenges, you have 
pushed through, so congratula-
tions. We’re here to honor your 
accomplishments.”

Woodett’s has been a 

Gardnerville staple for as long as 
the newspaper has conducted the 
Best of Carson Valley, winning the 
first year for best breakfast. 

Marie and Edgar Arceo owned 
it for 16 years, handing off the 
spatula to Remon and Christelle 

by Sarah Drinkwine
sdrinkwine@recordcourier.com

Morgana-le-Fae, Edie, and Skip Veatch with the view they have enjoyed for the last 43 years, rebuilding in the same spot after their home burned 
in the Acorn Fire.

LISA GAVON

Alpine County’s power couple opens new chapter

How did they fall in love? 
“He listened to what 
I was saying like it 
was really important,” 

said Edie Veatch about Skip, her 
husband of 52 years. No one calls 
him by his given name, Henry, and 
he towers above the petite 5-foot, 
1-inch Edie by a full 16 inches. 
Both of them are “large and in 

charge” however, holding positions 
that have positively impacted our 
community in a huge way. They are 
Alpine County’s “Power Couple.”

Edie has always let Skip know 
how valued he is to her, and does 

not leave anything significant un-
said. “Skip is a man who wants to 
be needed, and I am needy!” she 
laughs. They still hold hands when 
they are walking together. They 
found the perfect fit.

Edie grew up in rural Yountville, 
Calif., on a farm with cows, pigs, 
and chickens. After attending Napa 
High, she moved to Sacramento, 

graduating from adult Education 
there. The couple met when they 
worked together at Household Fi-
nance in Vallejo.

Their first date was May 22 and 
Skip asked her to marry him a 
mere 4 days later. They both “just 
knew” and had a big wedding at 

BEST OF, 9

GAVON, 5

INSIDE
View photos from the Best of 
Carson Valley on page 8

Lisa Gavon
R-C Alpine Bureau

Third Place

Tara Addeo, The Record-Courier
Best of Carson Valley
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Best of Carson Valley

R-C Associate Publisher Tara Addeo MC’s Wednesday’s Best of Carson Valley luncheon at the Carson Valley Inn. The 
Record-Courier has conducted the Best of Carson Valley poll since 1995.

Deputy Tyree Holdridge and Addeo pose at Wednesday’s 
luncheon.

PHOTOS: JEFF MULVIHILL, JR. / INSTAIMAGE

Left: Stor-All Gardnerville won Best Storage Facility. Above: Buckaroos won for Best Bar. 

Valley Eyecare & Eyewear took best optometrist. Left, JT 
Basque Bar & Dining Room serves the best Basque Food 
while The Chateau at Gardnerville, right, was voted best 
assisted living.

Best Day Spa and Medical Spa went to Millennium Medical and Spa Suites. At right, 
Intero Real Estate Services was named best real estate office by the R-C’s readers.

GENERAL ONLINE EXCELLENCE

Las Vegas Review-Journal

Second Place

The Nevada Independent

Third Place

Reno Gazette-Journal

OVERALL DESIGN

John Taylor, Dave Mondt
Las Vegas Sun
Judge’s Comment: Overall, good play with art.

Second Place

Las Vegas Review-Journal

FEATURE PHOTO
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HEALTH/COVID ENTERPRISE REPORTING

Mary Hynes
Las Vegas Review-Journal
New drug gives couple hope in Alzheimer’s fi ght

Judge’s Comment: Solid reporting expertly blended 
with this heart-breaking look at a real-life situation 
makes for a compelling story. The author did an 
exceptional job weaving in the research history of the 
drug with a very nuanced look at its effectiveness.

Second Place

Mary Hynes
Las Vegas Review-Journal
Birth and death: Unvaccinated mom dies after child is 
born

Judge’s Comment: A sobering yet balanced report on 
a tragic COVID death. While it pointed out the CDC 
data on the difference in risk between vaccinated 
and unvaccinated pregnant women, the story rightly 
focused on the human element of this tragedy 
without becoming preachy or taking sides.

Third Place

April Corbin Girnus
Nevada Current
Vaccines and political candidates

SPORTS FEATURE WRITING

Jim Krajewski
Reno Gazette-Journal
70 days, 19 hours, 29 minutes — how a Reno rower 
nearly didn’t complete cross-Atlantic voyage

Judge’s Comment: Great story of determination and 
self discipline. Almost takes readers into the boat 
themselves. 

Second Place

Sam Gordon
Las Vegas Review-Journal
Henry Ruggs’ Alabama hometown hurting following 
fatal crash

Judge’s Comment: The top three stories in this 
category were all great.

Third Place

Jim Krajewski
Reno Gazette-Journal
‘Goosebumps all the way down’: Run for Stewart 
Indian School escape brings refl ection, tears and 
healing

EXPLANATORY JOURNALISM

Scott Davidson, Rio Lacanlale, 
L.E. Baskow
Las Vegas Review-Journal
Thousands of police calls and patrols

Judge’s Comment: There is a tremendous amount 
of research and insight in this entry. It covers an 
existing problem and looks to the future. Great work 
every newspaper should review. 

Second Place

Jason Hidalgo
Reno Gazette-Journal
The Great Resignation: Why are employers in Reno, 
and nation, struggling to fi nd workers?

Third Place

Jason Hidalgo
Reno Gazette-Journal
Gilman vs Berns: How ‘Innovation Zone’ pitch set two 
powerful business magnates at odds

URBAN CONTINUED

Journal’s political reporter when she returned 
to the paper in 1990. In the early aughts, she 
reported on Clark County Commissioner Dario 
Herrera’s shady dealings and juicy contract with 
the Las Vegas Housing Authority even before it 
was revealed the FBI was investigating him for 
taking bribes.

Morrison became the Review-Journal’s fi rst 
female general interest columnist in 2003 and 
wrote about everything from politics, the mob 
and corrupt politicians to hoarders, cookies and 
coloring her hair for the fi rst time.

Her columns were deeply reported; when she 
found a topic that interested her she stuck with 
it. One of her crusades led the Nevada Board of 
Medical Examiners to put disciplinary actions 
against doctors back on its website after the 
board had removed that information. Sometimes 

she failed. Her advocacy for appointing rather 
than electing state judges didn’t persuade 
voters.

In 2014, she cut back from three columns a 
week to one before completely retiring in 2018.

Morrison began her career in 1971 as a 
“copykid” for the Christian Science Monitor 
in Boston. Two years later she moved back to 
her birthplace, Fort Smith, Ark., to work for the 
Southwest Times Record, where she covered 
everything from cows killed in the road to Bill 
Clinton’s failed run for Congress.

She was also the only one in the newsroom 
the day former South Vietnam Prime Minister 
Ng Cao Ky was spotted eating lunch at a 
hotel coffee shop by the paper’s publisher. 
She rushed to interview Ky and ended up 
accompanying him to Fort Chaffee. 

CARP, continued from page 4

MORRISON, continued from page 4

as a sports reporter at the Peninsula Times 
Tribune in Palo Alto, Calif. and the Statesman-
Journal in Salem, Ore. He was also sports 
editor of the Mountain Democrat in Placerville, 
Calif.

Carp has too many journalism awards to fi t in 
any reasonably sized basement. He is already a 
member of two other Halls of Fame — the U.S. 
Basketball Writers and the Southern Nevada 
Sports Hall of Fame. He was named Nevada 
Sportswriter of the Year six times by the 
Nevada Sports Media Association, and has won 
numerous writing and reporting awards from 
the Nevada Press Association, Sigma Delta 
Chi, the Society of Professional Journalists and 
the Associated Press Sports Editors. His work 
has also appeared in national publications, 
including Sports Illustrated, The Sporting 
News, Basketball Times, The Hockey News and 
Street & Smith’s.

He is the author of two books — “Vegas Born: 
The remarkable story of the Golden Knights” 
and “Runnin’: UNLV Rebels – A Basketball 
Legacy.” 
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POLITICAL/GOVERNMENT ENTERPRISE 
REPORTING

James Dehaven, Jason Hidalgo, 
Ed Komenda
Reno Gazette-Journal
How a cryptocurrency tycoon tried to work Nevada’s 
elite to get his own government

Judge’s Comment: The Reno Gazette Journal and 
their reporters spared no effort and left no stone 
unturned in their enterprising package of stories 
on a proposed innovation zone, an idea that could 
have dramatically altered local government. The 
reporters did a good job of describing the concept 
and its workings in a way that could be understood 
by the lay person. Moreover they presented an in-
depth portrait of the man behind the concept, seen 
alternately as a innovator and a dreamer. 

Second Place

Sean Golonka, Tabitha Mueller, 
Michelle Rindels
The Nevada Independent
Death penalty coverage

Judge’s Comment: In a well-reported package, the 
reporters followed a legislative labyrinth in explaining 
how a death penalty repeal bill that appeared on the 
way to approval by Nevada lawmakers and the state’s 
governor came to be killed. But the reporters and 
their news organization didn’t stop there. They put 
a human face on the issue in a sidebar that revisited 
the 20-year-old death row case that gave impetus to 
the legislation, that of a young man whose downward 
spiral culminated in the slaying of four people in a Las 
Vegas supermarket. The story does not overlook the 
trauma and grief infl icted on his victims.

Third Place

Rio Lacanlale
Las Vegas Review-Journal
Mesquite series

Judge’s Comment: The reporter and the Las Vegas 
Review Journal demonstrated commendable 
enterprise and narrative skills in presenting a 
multimedia report about a young woman whose story 
of being raped fell on deaf ears, ultimately leading to 
rifts within a small Nevada community and prompting 
an investigation into a police union’s improper use of 
city resources for political purposes. The video that 
accompanied the print stories showed to great effect 
the trauma suffered by the sexual assault victim.

URBAN CONTINUED

SPORTS PHOTO

Benjamin Hager
Las Vegas Review-Journal
Steelers leap past the Raiders

Judge’s Comment: Great stop action, good position, 
good composition, crisp and clean. Excellent shot. 
Hands down winner.

Second Place

Steve Marcus
Las Vegas Sun
VGK Sharks

Judge’s Comment: Good stop action, crisp and 
clean, tough to get this kind of shot. Well done.

Third Place

Andy Barron
Reno Gazette-Journal
Bullfi ghting at the Reno Rodeo

Judge’s Comment: Good timing, nice stop action, 
good composition, crisp and clean. Nice to see the 
rodeo clowns get some press.

Tim Lenard, Joey Lovato
The Nevada Independent
Nevadans at Work

Judge’s Comment: This is the clear winner in this 
category. This entry is entertaining, informative, and 
educational, and it taught me things I never would 
have learned had I not watched this series. This is 
journalism at its fi nest.

Second Place

Michael Grimala
Las Vegas Sun
Take a Lap

Third Place

7@7 Team
Las Vegas Review-Journal
7@7

Urban,Rural
VIDEO PROGRAM OR SERIES
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URBAN CONTINUED

BREAKING NEWS REPORTING

Las Vegas Review-Journal
Henry Ruggs charged with DUI after fatal car crash

Judge’s Comment: This comprehensive and 
thoughtful series of reports had me whispering 
“wow” as I read and watched the material. 
Congratulations to all.

Second Place

Rio Lacanlale
Reno Gazette-Journal
Preschooler found dead in freezer after sibling brings 
note to school, tipping off police

Judge’s Comment: I had to read the headline twice 
to comprehend the horror of the dead child’s fi nal 
moments, and as I read the story and looked at the 
pictures, grieved for what was left of his mother’s life. 

Third Place

Ricardo Torres-Cortez, Jonah Dylan, 
David Wilson
Las Vegas Review-Journal
Driver in crash that killed 9 traveling ‘in excess of 100 
mph,’ police say

Judge’s Comment: Comprehensive and 
heartbreaking. Also, seems like the roads in Las 
Vegas are very dangerous.

BUSINESS SPOT NEWS STORY

Amy Alonzo
Reno Gazette-Journal
Cryptocurrency company blocks Nevada Department 
of Wildlife from monitoring wild sheep

Judge’s Comment: This story stood out from the 
pack — it wasn’t about a casino or from a public 
meeting. It was different but important subject 
matter. Getting this story took some ingenuity from 
the reporter. Nice writing.

Second Place

Jason Hidalgo
Reno Gazette-Journal
Spat between union, developer over Harrah’s Reno 
remodel heats up again

Judge’s Comment: This story made me think of “The 
Sopranos.” Colorful writing and subject matter you 
just don’t see every day.

Third Place

Vincent Bonsignore
Las Vegas Review-Journal
Las Vegas to host Super Bowl in 2024, sources say

Judge’s Comment: Huge scoop on a story that will 
have a major impact on Las Vegas.

LOCAL COLUMN

Victor Joecks
Las Vegas Review-Journal
Judge’s Comment: Bravo, job well done. Nicely 
written and articulated.

Second Place

Rick Velotta
Las Vegas Review-Journal

Third Place

Michael Schaus
The Nevada Independent

Urban,Rural
OUTSTANDING GRAPHIC DESIGNER

Tony Morales
Las Vegas Review-Journal
Judge’s Comment: Love how the visual elements 
were used as critical storytelling components! 

PORTRAIT

Rachel Aston
Las Vegas Review-Journal
Nye County Crash 

Second Place

Jason Bean
Reno Gazette-Journal
A man who gave his name as N.O. poses for a portrait

Third Place

David Calvert
The Nevada Independent
Ryan Callahan and his mother, Kim
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URBAN CONTINUED

ENTERTAINMENT FEATURE STORY

Christopher Lawrence
Las Vegas Review-Journal
Not fi t for a King

Judge’s Comment: Great headline! Well-written 
article that surprised me. I anticipated another “Elvis” 
fl uff piece. 

Second Place

Jason Bracelin
Las Vegas Review-Journal
Remembering Tupac

Third Place

Jenny Kane
Reno Gazette-Journal
Feels good to be back at the theater — especially 
when Broadway’s ‘Hamilton’ is showing

LOCAL SPORTS COLUMN

Ray Brewer
Las Vegas Sun
From the Pressbox

Judge’s Comment: Good writing, good fl ow, excellent 
column on sportsmanship.

Second Place

Sam Gordon
Las Vegas Review-Journal
Judge’s Comment: Good variety of topics, nice tough 
stand on Pro Bowl.

Third Place

Ed Graney
Las Vegas Review-Journal
Judge’s Comment: Good to see a writer take an 
unpopular stand.

HEADLINE WRITING

Christopher Lawrence
Las Vegas Review-Journal
Judge’s Comment: Loved the word play and creativity 
on these headlines.

Second Place

John Taylor
Las Vegas Sun

Third Place

Joe Hawk
Las Vegas Review-Journal

Wade Vandervort
Las Vegas Sun
Tina Tintor Vigil

Judge’s Comment: So impactful! Composition was 
excellent and you told an evocative story through 
your images. The attention to detail was excellent.

Second Place

Jason Bean
Reno Gazette-Journal
Caldor Fire containment

Judge’s Comment: Powerful images brought your 
viewer in. Composition was excellent and point of view 
was very realistic. Loved the detail in the water shots.

Third Place

Ellen Schmidt
Las Vegas Review-Journal
A loss that lingers

Judge’s Comment: Very impactful. The emotion was 
felt through the images. Great variety in shots to tell 
the story.

MULTIPLE PHOTO ESSAY OR GALLERY
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URBAN CONTINUED

NEWS PHOTO COVERAGE

SPORTS SPOT NEWS STORY

David Schoen
Las Vegas Review-Journal
Marc-Andre Fleury ‘grateful for my time’ as Golden 
Knight

Judge’s Comment: Set a positive tone for a 
story about the ending of a professional sports 
relationship.

Second Place

Mick Akers
Las Vegas Review-Journal
MLS expansion team in Las Vegas step closer to 
reality

Third Place

Jim Krajewski
Reno Gazette-Journal
Jaclyn Jones remembered as strong, loving, witty 
and a fi ghter; services set for Feb. 12

BUSINESS FEATURE STORY

Jason Hidalgo
Reno Gazette-Journal
How one man’s shipping container housing pitch 
turned into a nightmare for Reno nonprofi ts

Judge’s Comment: A great blend of investigative 
work and solid writing. The fi rst three paragraphs 
set the reader up for what was to come. Deep 
sourcing and a well-structured framework for the 
article also kept my interest and left no questions 
unanswered, weaving the tale of the man behind 
the shipping container developments and those who 
encountered him and were left in dismay. I would be 
very interested to read any follow up to see how this 
continues to unfold.

Second Place

Howard Stutz
The Nevada Independent
Decades-long feud between Culinary and Station 
Casinos continues

Judge’s Comment: A compelling narrative from 
start to fi nish, blending minute details that spell out 
both the monetary and human costs of this dispute. 
Intriguing choice to start the piece with events from 
two years earlier, yet that moment in time illustrates 
the national impact of this business vs union yarn, 
that is apparently being studied under a microscope 
by legal experts everywhere. Considering the 
noticeable shift to retail unionization that is 
happening in 2022, this article will easily stand the 
test of time.

Third Place

Jason Hidalgo, Jenny Kane
Reno Gazette-Journal
‘How do you run out of sand?’ Supply chain crisis 
squeezes Reno businesses, drives change

Judge’s Comment: Amid the myriad articles written 
about the effect of supply chain issues or the Great 
Resignation amid the pandemic, this one stood out 
not just for putting a face on a business problem, 
but for being forward looking to point out that the 
logjam also creates business opportunities for new 
industrial development or repurposing existing 
facilities to prop up the logistics sector. The writers 
obviously asked a lot of very detailed questions, and 
ended up with pretty compelling quotes and minute 
details to support the premise of the story.

Jeff Scheid
The Nevada 
Independent
Photo of mothers 
embracing during a school 
district meeting

Second Place

Wade Vandervort
Las Vegas Sun
Kenny Lee Vigil

Third Place

David Calvert
The Nevada 
Independent
Dead fi sh in dried out Little 
Washoe Lake.

NEWS OBITUARY

Frank X. Mullen
Reno News & Review
Rural arts community mourns Valerie Serpa

Judge’s Comment: What a tribute to a local soul lost 
too soon! The personal details and fantastic writing 
in this unexpected news obit put this over the top! 

Second Place

Mary Hynes
Las Vegas Review-Journal
Birth and death: Unvaccinated mom dies after child is 
born

Third Place

Katelyn Newberg
Las Vegas Review-Journal
Lee’s Discount Liquor founder Hae Un Lee dies at 79
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PAGE ONE DESIGN

LeeAnn Elias
Las Vegas Review-
Journal

Second Place

USA TODAY 
Network Design 
Hub
Reno Gazette-
Journal

Third Place

John Taylor, Dave 
Mondt
Las Vegas Sun

FEATURE WRITING

Briana Erickson
Las Vegas Review-Journal
Inside the Metropolitan Police Department’s record-
breaking cold case

Judge’s Comment: This story had suspense and 
heartbreak brought to life with excellent descriptive 
detail and the use of quotes. You could hear the 
heartbreak in the father’s voice in the well-placed 
quote about being victimized twice. 

Second Place

Dana Gentry
Nevada Current
Awake early, Tahoe bears search for food, fi nd trouble

Judge’s Comment: This writer brings to life the 
communities love of the bears that are a part of their 
lives and the confl ict with the trouble they’re causing.

Third Place

Amy Alonzo
Reno Gazette-Journal
Snowstorms, wind, airplanes: How hard is it for Santa 
to visit Reno? We asked some experts

Judge’s Comment: This story took a lot of creativity 
and thought and a light touch. Executed wonderfully. 

reviewjournal.com
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SPORTS John Madden, Super Bowl-winning Raiders coach and legendary TV broadcaster, dies at 85 1C
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HARRY REID
1939 - 2021

I CONSIDER IT

A WONDERFUL

PRIVILEGE,

A BLESSING

IN MY LIFE,
THAT I HAVE BEEN ABLE TO

SERVE IN THE SENATE WITH

MY BACKGROUND, WHERE I

CAME FROM, TO BE ABLE TO

BE A SENATOR, LET ALONE BE

THE LEADER OF THE SENATE,

FOR AS LONG AS I HAVE BEEN.

‘One-of-a-kind senator’
Figures across political spectrum praise Reid’s
legacy in Nevada, nation ▶ Page 14A

Story, Page 11A

INTHESUN: TRIBUTES POUR IN FORNEVADA’S HARRY REID LASVEGAS SUN

PROFILE

Evelyn Mateos
Las Vegas Weekly
A Distinctive Life: Roberta Kane, Las Vegas’ fi rst 
Jewish native

Judge’s Comment: Organized and well thought out. 

Second Place

Jenny Kane
Reno Gazette-Journal
From high school dropout to magazine covers: Reno 
man creates award-winning lowrider art

Third Place

Mary Hynes
Las Vegas Review-Journal
Afghan who fl ed fall of Kabul lands in Las Vegas for 
Thanksgiving

Urban,Rural
EDITORIAL WRITING

Victor Joecks
Las Vegas Review-Journal
Judge’s Comment: Concise, thoughtful analysis. Not 
as much opinion as I would have liked, much more of 
an analysis. Well done however. 

Second Place

John Kerr
Las Vegas Review-Journal

Third Place

Ric Anderson
Las Vegas Sun
Judge’s Comment: Sticks to the point. Very clear 
picture of the argument.  The climate ones come off 
a bit like a complaint more than an argument, but 
good job nonetheless.

Urban,Rural
SPECIAL SECTION (EDITORIAL)

Las Vegas Review-Journal
The Unforgettable Class of 2021

Judge’s Comment: Great way to honor students in an 
otherwise terrible graduating year. We all struggled 
with how to honor graduating seniors after the 
pandemic deprived them of the normal milestones of 
senior year.

Second Place

Hali Bernstein Saylor, 
Celia Shortt Goodyear
Boulder City Review
9/11: 20 years later

Judge’s Comment: Good catchall story about 
how a single event changed life for Americans, 
both personally and professionally. No recap 
nor explanation of 9/11, nor it is necessary; 
Sue Montaris’ intro is suffi cient. The lack of ads 
emphasizes the news of the event over any other 
motive. The focus on individuals and their stories 
rather than historic or fi le photos of the attacks asks 
readers to refl ect on their own stories too. Well done.

Third Place

The Record-Courier
Carson Valley Almanac

Judge’s Comment: Good publication with interesting 
stories. 

EDITORIAL PAGE

John L.  Smith, Sheila Weathers, Michael 
Schaus, David Colborne
The Nevada Independent
Judge’s Comment: Nice job.

Second Place

Las Vegas Review-Journal

Third Place

Las Vegas Sun
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GENERAL EXCELLENCE

Nevada Appeal
Judge’s Comment: 1/15/22 edition - A BIG paper! 
Good use of COVID case graphic on front page 
with story content embedded in the open space. All 
color throughout!  Lots of advertising. I like the full-
page “Legal” ad promotion. The full-page “Rooted 
in the Community” self-promo ads are clever. Lots 
of features, many comics (both color & B&W), and 
space for content, even a coloring page for kids!  
Excellent market, sports, opinion, and weather 
pages. A prime example of what local newspapers 
should be, well done and congratulations!

Second Place

Kurt Hildebrand, Tara Addeo, Sarah 
Drinkwine
The Record-Courier
Judge’s Comment: A good full-color paper and 
good ad design throughout. Great holiday worship 
services pages in the Christmas edition, and the 
letters to Santa from kids are fantastic! Good 
Tamarack fi re coverage by Hildebrand in the 
7/22/21 edition: evacuations, fi re update, smoke 
forecasting, and fundraiser. The inclusion of reader’s 
photos of the fi re is good thinking and well put 
together. Plentiful, good, and relevant news content.

Third Place

Steve Ranson, Thomas Ranson, Adam 
Trumble, Kyler Klix, Lauren  Solinger, Rick 
Hoover
Lahontan Valley News
Judge’s Comment: I like the weather page info and 
layout. I like the history (100/75/50 years ago). A 
great and detailed story by Steve Ranson in the 
2/2/22 edition “Navy & Baseball: An American 
Tradition.” A good and colorful Chamber of 
Commerce page as well. Love the glossy wrap on 
the Veterans Day edition, especially the back page!  
Good local sports sections and full color throughout, 
good to see! Good photo layout throughout as well 
i.e. Soroptimist Home & Garden Show.

NEWS OBITUARY

Celia Shortt Goodyear
Boulder City Review
BCHS band teacher dies

Judge’s Comment: Great quotes and heartfelt 
moments that showed what the band teacher did for 
the community, as well as the impact he had on the 
lives of the children he taught.

Second Place

Toni Milano
Elko Daily Free Press
Cindy Ellison remembered by husband, family and 
Justice Court

Third Place

Kurt Hildebrand
The Record-Courier
Virginia Henningsen

RURAL
SPORTS PHOTO

Anthony Mori
Elko Daily Free Press
Spartans score 4 goals in 2nd half

Judge’s Comment: The photographer 
captured some great expressions here. 
Nice composition and action, too.

Second Place

Anthony Mori
Elko Daily Free Press
Spartans defend turf

Third Place

Thomas Ranson
Lahontan Valley News
Armbruster’s 4 TDs lead Fallon over 
Lowry

HEADLINE WRITING

Hali Bernstein Saylor
Boulder City Review
Judge’s Comment: Clever headlines for often routine 
stories. Hali Bernstein Saylor has a knack for using 
clever phrasing to draw readers into the story. I can’t 
wait for a library feature so I can steal the  “Book 
em’” headline, even though I am sure our Copy Desk 
will replace it with their own. 

Second Place

Kelsey Penrose
Carson Now
Judge’s Comment: The testes headline was a real 
tongue twister. Loved it, but could not read too much 
about Rocky Mountain Oysters.
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SPORTS SPOT NEWS STORY

Tony Erquiaga
Humboldt Sun
Cross Country

Judge’s Comment: This story included a succinct 
introduction that used just a few words to provide 
historical context for readers. The reporter showed 
the ability to key in on the newsworthy aspects of the 
event without including too many of the unnecessary 
details that can bog down a sports story, particularly 
a recap.

Second Place

Thomas Ranson
Lahontan Valley News
Athletes, coaches remember Orong’s impact with 
Greenwave

Judge’s Comment: The decision to focus the story 
not just on Coach Orong but on former athletes as 
well was an interesting narrative choice that served 
to drive home the coach’s impact on the community. 
That choice only worked because the reporter put 
in the leg work necessary to interview a substantial 
number of sources who could speak to the coach’s 
legacy.

BREAKING NEWS REPORTING

Jeff Mullins
Elko Daily Free Press
Virus delays Wells parent’s protest of mask mandate

Judge’s Comment: Great story showing the debate 
over COVID measures at the local level.

Second Place

Kurt Hildebrand
The Record-Courier
Tamarack Fire

Judge’s Comment: It was the photo of the aircraft 
that really set this story apart and made the 
reporting compelling.

Third Place

Steve Ranson
Lahontan Valley News
NTSB investigates cause of plane crash

Judge’s Comment: This was a very thorough, 
readable report with a deep attention to detail.

PROFILE

Hali Bernstein Saylor
Boulder City Review
Retirement: A sure bet

Judge’s Comment: The reporter deftly intertwined 
contemporary information with anecdotes and 
historical context to give readers a full picture of the 
subject and why his retirement is newsworthy. Few 
wasted sentences or extraneous details.

Second Place

Hali Bernstein Saylor
Boulder City Review
Smith gives Nevada’s past modern context

Third Place

Jessica Garcia
Nevada Appeal
Velma Thornburgh: ‘What a life:’ Little bit of mischief 
never hurt Dayton centenarian

Judge’s Comment: From the fi rst line, the reporter 
showed a knack for capturing the subject’s essence 
by using her voice to frame the narrative.

PORTRAIT

Celia Shortt Goodyear
Boulder City Review
Sweet Spot

Second Place

Kurt Hildebrand
The Record-Courier
Welcoming spring

Third Place

Hali Bernstein Saylor
Boulder City Review
Monster scarers
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RURAL CONTINUED

EDITORIAL PAGE

The Record-Courier Staff and Readers 
The Record-Courier
Judge’s Comment: Nice variety of local letters. 
Connected to the community. 

Second Place

Sparks Tribune

EXPLANATORY JOURNALISM

Jessica Garcia
Nevada Appeal
Carson City Superintendent Search 

Judge’s Comment: Start-to-fi nish reporting on an 
important hiring: The fi rst city superintendent in 
nearly 30 years. Jessica Garcia did a great job of 
keeping readers informed about the process the 
entire way through, all the way down to contractual 
details. Garcia’s comprehensive reporting was 
enhanced by the opportunities provided for reader 
involvement through “if you go” boxes and links to 
relevant advertisements, forms and more.

Second Place

Sarah Drinkwine
The Record-Courier
Child care critical to keeping parents working

Judge’s Comment: This was a complicated topic, 
but reporter Sarah Drinkwine boiled it down 
using straightforward, compelling language that 
is sometimes absent in explanatory reporting. I 
appreciated the broad use of sources in this article, 
which helped tell the story in a more nuanced way 
than it could be told using just documents and data. 
The affected parent towards the end was a nice 
touch in backing up all the earlier reporting in the 
story. And adding the resources at the end of the 
story was a great move.

Third Place

Tim Burmeister
Elko Daily Free Press
Nevada’s disappearing deer

Judge’s Comment: This story provides rich history 
and a detailed explanation of the current situation, 
enhanced by a source’s fi rsthand account of the 
“then versus now.” 

OVERALL DESIGN

Jenny Scheid, Hali Bernstein Saylor
Boulder City Review
Judge’s Comment: Clean pages, great design, nice 
use of art. Easy to read, with a nice overall fl ow of 
content and consistent placement.

Second Place

Kyler Klix, Lauren Solinger
Nevada Appeal
Judge’s Comment: I like the use of art to make 
the front pages look a little different, such as the 
hearts on the teachers’ page. The photos that have 
a hairline frame around them really stand out on the 
page as well. 

Third Place

Kyler Klix, Lauren Solinger
Lahontan Valley News
Judge’s Comment: The design is consistent and 
clean. The Dec 15 edition looks especially great.

INVESTIGATIVE STORY

Kelsey Penrose
Carson Now
Could Carson City see the completion of the 
South Carson Street overpass? The answer is: It’s 
complicated

Judge’s Comment: The story reveals the byzantine 
process of decision making on Nevada highway 
projects.  In this case, a much-needed highway 
overpass over a dangerous highway intersection 
in Carson City.  Nice job of pointing out the 
bureaucratic buck passing involved.

Second Place

Jeff Mullins
Elko Daily Free Press
Fewer inmates spending time in Elko County Jail

Judge’s Comment: A good dive into the 
misdemeanor “arrest & release” law in Nevada and 
how it is decreasing the population of the Elko jail 
while increasing the amount of local crime.

Boulder City has two 
new council members and 
a new mayor pro tem after 
its regular meeting earlier 
this week.

At Tuesday’s meeting, 
Sherri Jorgensen and Matt 
Fox were sworn in as new 
council members.

“I look forward to work-
ing with you as a council 
and serving the city of Boul-
der City,” said Jorgensen.

During the short meet-
ing, the council appointed 
Councilwoman Claudia 
Bridges to serve as the 
mayor pro tem in a 3-2 vote 
with Jorgensen, Fox and 
Bridges voting for the ap-
pointment.

She was nominated by 
Jorgensen, and Mayor Ki-
ernan McManus nominated 
Councilman James Howard 
Adams to continue serving 

in the position.
Bridges was also appoint-

ed to represent the city on 
the Regional Transporta-
tion Commission and Re-

gional Flood Control Dis-
trict. McManus had been 
serving on those boards, 

Two Boulder City resi-
dents are throwing their 
hats in the ring and running 
for state office.

Longtime resident De-
nise Ashurst recently an-
nounced she was running 
to represent Boulder City 
and the rest of District 23 in 
the Nevada State Assembly, 
and current Assemblyman 
Glen Leavitt will be seeking 

a seat on the Nevada State 
Senate.

“I truly believe … it’s a 
calling for me to run,” said 
Ashurst. “Everything I’ve 
done in life has brought me 
to this point.”

Ashurst is a single mother, 
veteran of the United States 
Air Force and longtime Ne-
vadan. She has worked as 
the airspace coordinator for 
the Department of Energy 

Local

Former students and fellow 
staff members of BCHS music 
teacher James Gillette are 
mourning his death. Page 3

Educators from throughout the 
United States spent two weeks 
in Boulder City learning about 
the Hoover Dam and its impact 
on developing the American 
Southwest. Page 6

Even before Nevada became 
a state, residents found a 
way to honor the nation’s 
independence. Page 9

Sports

Four of Boulder City’s young 
fishermen gained attention on 
the national and world levels, 
competing in the annual high 
school championships. Page 10

Weather
▶ Today: 103/83, plenty of sun
▶ Friday: 103/84, plenty of sun
▶ Saturday: 103/88, plenty 
of sun
▶ Sunday: 98/88, sunny 
intervals
▶ Monday: 100/86, afternoon 
thunderstorms
▶ Tuesday: 99/89, some clouds
▶ Wednesday: 96/81, 
afternoon thunderstorms
Source: accuweather.com

Lake Mead Elevation
▶ 1,067.88 feet, as of July 14  
Source: Bureau of Reclamation

Crime Stats
Adult Arrests ...................................3
Citations....................................... 190
Incident Reports .........................22
Traffic Stops............................... 165
Total Calls for Service............470
▶ Police Blotter, Page 2

Inside
Public Safety....................................2
Opinion............................................... 4
Letters to the Editor.................... 4
Community....................................... 8
Classifieds .......................................11

On the Web
▶ www.bouldercityreview.com

Railroad Pass Casino 
broke ground July 8 for a 
new 127-room hotel tower, 
which will be branded as a 
Holiday Inn Express.

Joe DeSimone, owner of 
the Railroad Pass, said the 
rooms are needed as the 
existing hotel is “full every 
night.”

It should be completed in 
about 12 months.

The new Holiday Inn Ex-
press is part of the IHG 
family of hotels and will al-
low people to make reserva-
tions through its system or 
by calling the Railroad Pass 
directly.

DeSimone said having the 
new hotel available through 
IHG’s rewards program, 

as well as the lack of a ma-
jor hotel chain in the area, 
should bring more tour-
ists to the Boulder City and 
Henderson areas.

“Tourists will be taking a 
longer look at Boulder City/
Hoover Dam and what it 
has to offer.”

He noted that the new ho-
tel will be dog-friendly.

DeSimone announced 
construction of the hotel 
tower in June 2019, but had 
difficulty finding financing 
once the pandemic hit and 
thanked First Savings Bank 
for supporting the project.

“We are so thrilled to have 
this opportunity,” said Da-
vid Lusvardi, chairman of 
the Boulder City Chamber 
of Commerce.
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▶ See HOTEL Page 7

▶ See COUNCIL Page 6

▶ See CAMPAIGNS Page 7

By Celia Shortt Goodyear
Boulder City Review

Political campaigns for 2022 underway
Ashurst seeks Assembly seat, while 
Leavitt vies for spot in State Senate

Fox, Jorgensen join council
New members 
sworn into office, 
appointments made
By Celia Shortt Goodyear

Boulder City Review

HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS

Railroad Pass breaks ground for 127-room tower

New hotel to be built
By Hali Bernstein Saylor

Boulder City Review

Hali Bernstein Saylor/Boulder City Review
Joe DeSimone, owner of the Railroad Pass, poses for a photograph 
with his daughter, Emilia, 6, during the groundbreaking ceremony 
July 8 for the Holiday Inn Express that will be built on the 46-acre 
property adjacent to the southeast edge of Boulder City.

Celia Shortt Goodyear/Boulder City Review
Longtime Boulder City resident Denise Ashurst is running 
for Nevada State Assembly, District 23. She announced her 
candidacy shortly before marching in the Fourth of July 
Damboree parade in Boulder City.

Celia Shortt Goodyear/Boulder City Review
New councilmembers Matt Fox and Sherri Jorgensen sign on the dotted line after they are sworn in 
at Tuesday’s City Council meeting at City Hall.

PAGE ONE DESIGN

Jenny Scheid, Hali Bernstein Saylor
Boulder City Review
Judge’s Comment: Great front pages — clean, clear 
design.

Second Place

Kyler Klix, Lauren Solinger
Nevada Appeal
Judge’s Comment: Very nice pages — love the use of 
photos!

Third Place

Eric Dahlberg
Sparks Tribune
Judge’s Comment: Great design!
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COMMUNITY SERVICE

Kurt Hildebrand, Sarah Drinkwine, Tara 
Addeo, The residents of Douglas County 
The Record-Courier
Tamarack Fire coverage

Judge’s Comment: Awesome coverage of a terrible 
tragedy. The notes from readers in the letter really told the 
importance of the local media coverage!

Second Place

Cynthia Delaney
Elko Daily Free Press
Photographer’s family stuck in Ukraine

Third Place

Robin Hebrock
Pahrump Valley Times
Remote Area Medical: Pahrump

Matthew Bieker
Sierra Nevada Ally
How to Hunt a Jackalope

Judge’s Comment: Engaging writing and fun 
detail make this a clear winner. Sometimes a 
good writer knows how to get out of the way 
and let a subject shine, and that was the smart 
choice here. But the intro was so excellent it 
took fi rst place.

Second Place

Sarah Drinkwine
The Record-Courier
Rex’s Exes

Judge’s Comment: Nice, descriptive writing and 
some good choices about what detail to include 
and what to leave out.

Third Place

Kyler Klix
Nevada Appeal
Carson City’s Canyon White playing 8-day week

Judge’s Comment: Lots of good detail here. 
Varying the sentence structure would have helped 
it place higher.

BUSINESS SPOT NEWS STORY

Cynthia Delaney
Elko Daily Free Press
Yuck: Downtown business owners want to see 
action on waste, safety issues

Judge’s Comment: This is a well-written story 
about what sounds like a longtime issue of 
local signifi cance. The writing is clear, easy to 
understand and includes a lot of good details. 

1 ClassA111 ClassA11A1

#NVWildHorses

www.americanwildhorse.org

Wild horses represent freedom, loyalty, family, survival. They are defining 
symbols for the West. Nevada wouldn’t be Nevada without its wild horses.
So why is our government terrorizing them with helicopters, 
taking away their freedom, then caging them for life?

Scan QR Code to Join

Thursday, April 29, 2021$1 | Volume 141, Issue No. 34 Douglas County’s Hometown Newspaper since 1880

High

Low

70s

30s
Sunny

Almanac Arrives

The 40th edition of the 
Carson Valley Almanac takes 
flight today, though a casual 
perusal might lead readers 
to the conclusion that it’s for 
the birds.

The first edition of the 
annual was published Feb. 
25, 1982.

The 2021 edition of the 
Almanac will be inserted in 
editions available on news-
stands today.

This year’s cover story is by 
former R-C wildlife colum-
nist Linda Hiller, who writes 
about the beginning of 
Eagles and Agriculture.

Calendar .......................................... 11
Classified ......................................... 16
Community ......................................  8
Opinion ............................................ 13
Puzzles .............................................. 15
Sports ................................................. 14

Questions about 
delivery? Call 
775-882-2515

To place a classified, call 
775-881-7653

www.recordcourier.com

FORECAST

INDEX

At least one Douglas County 
population nearly doubled over 
five years in the wake of the Great 
Recession.

The number of cattle and calves 

in the county shot from 9,485 in 
2012 to 17,023 in 2017, accord-
ing to the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture.

According to the census, Doug-
las was home to 239 farms cov-
ering 118,320 acres. The average 
size of a farm was 495 acres.

Douglas was home to 19 farms 
of 1,000 acres or more. Nearly 
half the properties were between 
10 and 49 acres in size.

The Census of Agriculture only 
occurs once every five years and 
is due to be conducted again in 
2022.

The decennial count of peo-
ple in Douglas County may be 
released before the next tally of 
cattle, but it’s going to be close.

On Monday, U.S. Census offi-
cials confirmed that it will be at 

A year, a month and three weeks 
after it was closed by the coronavi-
rus outbreak, the Douglas County 
Senior Center will reopen to se-
niors and the public May 10.

But first, the center will be 

serving what could well be its last 
drive-through senior meal May 7 
in honor of Mother’s Day.

The center was closed March 17, 
2020, in response to the lockdown 
ordered by the governor.

On Saturday, the county 
takes charge of most of its own 
health decisions from the state, 

with the exception of the mask 
requirement.

The half of the building that is 
the county’s community center has 
been open since June 1. The senior 

dining hall has been used for a few 
things, including a few meetings 
and vaccination clinics.

On Saturday, Carson City Health 
and Human Services conducted 
a walk-in clinic at the Douglas 
County Fairgrounds for the first 

A classic Carson Valley traffic jam on April 16 as ranchers drive cattle down Genoa Lane just west of the Settelmeyer silos.
KURT HILDEBRAND

Cows may come home before Census results

Senior Center reopens May 10

by Kurt Hildebrand
khildebrand@recordcourier.com

by Kurt Hildebrand
khildebrand@recordcourier.com

SENIOR, 5

CATTLE, 5

FOR MORE 
INFORMATION
Call 775-782-5500 option 3

FEATURE PHOTO

Kurt Hildebrand
The Record-Courier
Cows come home

Judge’s Comment: A humorous slice of small-town life 
(unless you’re stuck behind it).

Second Place

Thomas Ranson
Lahontan Valley News
Classmates encouraged to Take Chances

Judge’s Comment: The perfect moment with beautiful 
clouds and evening light.

Third Place

Kurt Hildebrand
The Record-Courier
Parade of Lights

Judge’s Comment: That’s a long heater duct. Just a goofy 
moment. Also, a technically perfect photo with foreground 
fl ash nicely balanced with background ambient light.

ENTERTAINMENT FEATURE STORY
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Second Place

Hali Bernstein Saylor
Boulder City Review
Railroad Pass breaks ground for 127-room tower

Judge’s Comment: Story does a good job relaying 
details of a locally relevant business breaking 
ground and what it means to the community. The 
reporter’s writing is smooth and organized.

Third Place

Steve Ranson
Lahontan Valley News
Frey Ranch earns double doubles

Judge’s Comment: Well done story about a local 
family business fi nding success at a national 
competition. It’s nicely written, clear and has 
interesting details about how this distillery came to 
be.

POLITICAL/GOVERNMENT ENTERPRISE 
REPORTING

Kelsey Penrose
Carson Now
‘Constitutional County’: Lyon to vote on support of 
group that believes local sheriffs should interpret 
constitution

Judge’s Comment: Informative and interesting 
read. Fact and opinion were balanced well. Didn’t 
come across that CarsonNow was on either side; 
just giving the facts that the community needed, 
including the impact of the change and information 
about the group they joined. Also included links for 
additional information on the topic.

Second Place

Kelsey Penrose
Carson Now
‘Pres. Trump Way’ agenda item being brought back 
to Lyon Commissioners due to potential violation

Third Place

Steve Ranson
Lahontan Valley News
Residents upset with county changes at senior 
center

BUSINESS FEATURE STORY

Robin Hebrock
Pahrump Valley Times
Belvada Grand Opening celebrated in style in 
Tonopah

Judge’s Comment: A fascinating feature with good 
description about a local business in a renovated 
historical building with plenty of local signifi cance. 

Second Place

Kelsey Penrose
Sierra Nevada Ally
Denial of boutique slaughterhouse leads to 
accusations of ‘NIMBYism’ and concerns over food 
insecurity

Judge’s Comment: A well-organized story that 
lays out the complex issues around the fi ght for 
a local slaughterhouse in an easy-to-read and 
comprehensible format.

Third Place

Suzanne Featherston
Elko Daily Free Press
Silver Sage Honey: ‘Beekeeper Magic’

Judge’s Comment: A fantastic look inside the life 
and business of a local beekeeper. The writing is 
engaging and entertaining.

HEALTH/COVID ENTERPRISE REPORTING

Matthew Bieker
Sierra Nevada Ally
Wild Harvest: Parts 1 & 2

Judge’s Comment: This is a beautifully written piece 
on a salient topic.

Second Place

Toni Milano, Adella Harding, Jeff Mullins
Elko Daily Free Press
Vaccine mandate sees stiff opposition in Elko

Third Place

Kayla Anderson
Sparks Tribune

Thomas Ranson
Lahontan Valley News
Homecoming 2021

Judge’s Comment: Great variety of good quality 
images, including action and emotion. Gives the 
reader a good feel for the night.

Second Place

Tony Erquiaga
Humboldt Sun
State Basketball

Judge’s Comment: As with the fi rst place winner, a 
good variety of images. Good reaction and emotion.

Third Place

Hali Bernstein Saylor, Celia Shortt 
Goodyear
Boulder City Review
Christmas festivities in Boulder City

Judge’s Comment: Photographer has a nice mix of 
images under diffi cult conditions. The reader gets a 
good look at the event.

A12 | Wednesday, October 27, 2021 | Lahontan Valley News

12 ClassA12A12 CLASSA12A12A12 RE12

Luke Sorensen, left, and Kenny Coval perform during halftime of Friday 
night’s football game.

HOMECOMING 2021

PHOTOS: THOMAS RANSON

Fallon athletics director Brad Daum hands football coach Brooke Hill a football trophy marking his 100 
wins with the program after Friday’s game against Lowry.

Junior Evardmar Garcia escorts Evelyn O’Neill during 
Friday’s Homecoming ceremony.

Fallon seniors Luke Sorensen and Zoey Brown were named Homecoming King and Queen on Friday.

Graycee Tibbals scored the Juniors’ only touchdown 
during Monday’s powder puff game.

The Seniors came from behind late in the game to nip the Juniors, 12-6, in Monday’s powder puff game.
Fallon junior Lainey Hyde runs toward the sideline in the 
first half of Monday’s powder puff game.

MULTIPLE PHOTO ESSAY OR GALLERYBUSINESS SPOT NEWS STORY CONTINUED
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Carson Now
Update to Prison Hill Fire: Ground Crews mopping up, taking on individual hot spots

Judge’s Comment: This is a dramatic package of well-composed photos from a variety of different angles. 
They give a strong sense of community impact. The photos are clear. The photo with a ridge of fl ame was 
particularly great shot.

NEWS PHOTO COVERAGE

Second Place

Celia Shortt Goodyear
Boulder City Review
First day of school

Judge’s Comment: A fun moment that the 
photographer was there to catch on fi lm. Looks like 
a teacher who will be remembered by her students 
long after they’ve left her class.

COVERAGE OF UNDERSERVED COMMUNITIES

Kurt Hildebrand
The Record-Courier
Minden Siren

Judge’s Comment: This is a solid deep-dive into the 
implications and fallout of legislative action on one 
community. I enjoyed the use of color and detail and 
the follow through on reporting this topic. 

Second Place

Kelsey Penrose
Carson Now
American Indian Movement holds prayer circle for 
Anna Marie Scott, seeks accountability in her murder

Judge’s Comment: Strong quotes and details with 
solid background information. I appreciated the 
reporter putting me at the scene.

Third Place

Kelsey Penrose
Carson Now
‘Groundbreaking’ bills honor Nevada’s indigenous 
peoples, outlaws sundown sirens, provides free 
tuition, and more

Judge’s Comment: Clear, concise language and 
structure made this story easy to read and accessible. 
Straightforward reporting drove the point home.

SPORTS FEATURE WRITING

Anthony Mori
Elko Daily Free Press
Elko led by class of special seniors

Judge’s Comment: This was a well thought-out and 
written story. I especially like how they did a short 
feature on each of the players and how they grew 
into the great team they are today.

Second Place

Carter Eckl, The Record-Courier
Continuing his father’s story

Third Place

Carter Eckl, The Record-Courier
A family affair 

Third Place

Kurt Hildebrand
The Record-Courier
Jacks Valley Fire

Judge’s Comment: This photo just looks good. It also 
offers an interesting sense of scale with giant fl ames 
and tiny fi refi ghters. In addition, it conveys a sense 
of the risks that come with the job. 

Congratulations to all of this 
year’s contest winners!
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FEATURE WRITING

Kelsey Penrose
Carson Now
Carson City Couple refuses to turn over stolen family 
cat, leading to questions on law enforcement, animal 
control jurisdiction

Judge’s Comment: I never thought I’d be so 
interested in one woman’s effort to fi nd her missing 
cat. The writer did a good job showing the pet 
owner’s determination and had a good mix of 
sources for the factual portion of the story.

Second Place

Steve Ranson
Lahontan Valley News
A Standing Ovation

Third Place

Kelsey Penrose
Sierra Nevada Ally
Hydroponics–farming’s indoor future 

LOCAL COLUMN

Jeanette Strong
Lahontan Valley News
By the Way

Judge’s Comment: Well written column with salient 
and well-argued points.

Second Place

Steve Ranson
Lahontan Valley News
Judge’s Comment: Heart-warming and well-written 
stories.

Third Place

David Henley
Lahontan Valley News
Judge’s Comment: Interesting, unique and well-
written stories.

RURAL CONTINUED

NEWS ENTERPRISE REPORTING

Tim Burmeister
Elko Daily Free Press
Putting a bounty on coyotes: Will it help Nevada’s 
mule deer?

Judge’s Comment: Thoroughly reported story that 
looked at the issue from a number of different 
perspectives. It gave the reader a complete look at 
the issue.

Second Place

Toni Milano
Elko Daily Free Press
Bail, crime reforms coming to Elko County

Third Place

Faith Evans
Nevada Appeal
Aquatic Facility hopes Carson seniors buoy lifeguard 
shortage

MAGAZINES
GENERAL EXCELLENCE

Sylas Wright, Anna Dingman, Clayton 
Humphries, Jared Swanson, Elaine 
Leonardi Dixon, Susan D. Rock
Tahoe Quarterly
Judge’s Comment: Excellent magazine! Beautiful 
photos of the scenic Tahoe area. Well laid out and 
I loved the best of 2021 “The Photo Issue.” Great 
submissions by readers.  Full magazines with lots of 
advertising and content. Congrats!

Second Place

edible Reno-Tahoe

Third Place

rjmagazine

Danielle Coon, RANGE magazine
Under the Big Sky

Judge’s Comment: Crisp and clean photo, good 
balance, vivid colors. Very nice shot.

Second Place

Robb Kendrick, RANGE magazine
Texas Cowpunchers

Judge’s Comment: Good composition, cropped well 
for magazine cover, slight out of focus feel makes it 
look like an old time photo. Very nice touch.

Third Place

L.E. Baskow, rjmagazine
The Winner twins

Judge’s Comment: Good composition, crisp and 
clean, good use of mountain as frame.

PORTRAIT
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MAGAZINES CONTINUED

SPORTS FEATURE WRITING

Matt Jones
Tahoe Quarterly
Into the Big Blue Abyss

Judge’s Comment: Captivating story and photos. 
Great history of swimming that a non-swimmer like 
myself found very informative.

Second Place

Matthew Renda
Tahoe Quarterly
Reinventing the Wheel

Third Place

Ryan Miller
Tahoe Quarterly
Success on the Fly

EXPLANATORY JOURNALISM

Carolyn Dufurrena
RANGE magazine
Ill Wind in Cherry County

Judge’s Comment: Thoughtful and descriptive with 
compelling photography.

Second Place

Nina King
Las Vegas Magazine
All Systems Go

Judge’s Comment: Fascinating behind-the-scenes 
look at the massive machinery and engineering 
behind a Cirque du Soleil show.

Third Place

Annie Flanzraich
edible Reno-Tahoe
Common Ground: Local organizations come together 
to ease hunger in Northern Nevada and Lake Tahoe.

Judge’s Comment: Effective photography, detailed 
resources and important topic.
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Maverick Helicopters 
makes traveling 
the Southwest 
a true experience

By KEN MILLER

real thing is truly something special. You 
may even want to go twice, since it seems 
to go by so fast.

If it’s a special occasion with your 
sweetie—anniversaries, birthdays, renew-
ing of the vows—Maverick offers several 
romantic options. The Savory Bites & 
Neon Lights package is in partnership with 
Lip Smacking Foodie Tours and features 
VIP treatment at four of the top restau-
rants on the Strip, after which you take a 
luxurious limousine to Maverick’s head-
quarters, where you’ll soar over the city.

Depending on the time of year, you can 
also rely on Maverick to help you beat the 
heavy traffic associated with NASCAR and 
Electric Daisy Carnival music festival, both 
at the Las Vegas Motor Speedway. You’ll 

receive transportation both to and from 
each event, and trust us, both of these 
packages are worth every penny!

If you want to see more of the South-
west, specifically the Grand Canyon, Mav-
erick offers countless options. Start with 
the Wind Dancer tour, which, in addition to 
featuring stunning views of Hoover Dam 
and Lake Mead, includes touching down 
300 feet above the Colorado River inside 
the Grand Canyon and enjoying cham-
pagne and light snacks. 

Other Grand Canyon packages include 
trips to the Skywalk, a man-made, 
see-through promenade over the Grand 
Canyon, Indian territory and the West Rim. 
No matter how many times you visit, you’ll 
be counting the days until your return.

ne thing becomes clear 
once your airplane begins 
the descent into Las Ve-

gas: There’s a ton of space 
to explore in Southern Nevada 

and the Southwest in general. Las Vegas 
is an amazing destination in its own right, 
but it’s also the center of the Southwest 
universe, where you can explore anything 
you want—and we definitely suggest 
exploring it from a helicopter, such as the 
fleet deployed by Maverick Helicopters.

The minute you board the ECO-Star 
craft, you feel ready for any adventure 
possible—after all, it’s the only helicopter 
designed specifically for tourism, and 
offers ultimate comfort as you jet to your 
destination of choice. Making the journey 
even more enjoyable? Every pilot for Mav-
erick excels at putting their passengers at 
ease, and the headsets you will be asked 
to wear is how your pilot communicates 
with you. In addition, music will be played, 
and it’s always geared specifically for the 
destination. At times, you’ll feel like you’re 
in a scene from an action movie. Other 
times, you’ll get very introspective, and 
other times very emotional.

If you’re new to the helicopter experi-
ence, we can’t imagine recommending 

anything more than a flight along 
the famous Las Vegas Strip. 

Finally, you can see the iconic 
destination like you’ve been 

seeing it all these years 
on TV shows and in 

movies. Trust us, the 

OUTSTANDING GRAPHIC DESIGNER

Wesley Gatbonton
Las Vegas Magazine

ENTERTAINMENT FEATURE STORY

Jason Bracelin
rjmagazine
Hanging with Steve Aoki

Judge’s Comment: Engaging writing, terrifi c 
description and tons of detail make this profi le of 
DJ-producer and entrepreneur Steve Aiko a clear 
winner.

Second Place

Matt Kelemen
Las Vegas Magazine
It’s Good to be Mac King

Judge’s Comment: This short but insightful profi le 
was well done and a breeze to read.

Third Place

Matt Kelemen
Las Vegas Magazine
A World View

Judge’s Comment: It’s not easy to describe a show 
that’s unlike anything readers may have seen 
before. But this works so well it made me want to 
check it out.

GENERAL ONLINE EXCELLENCE

Foundry Premier Marketing & Advertising 
Agency
edible Reno-Tahoe
Judge’s Comment: This is a great, engaging website. 
There is something for everyone here. 

Second Place

rjmagazine
Judge’s Comment: Very clean website.

Third Place

Marjorie Haun
RANGE magazine

OUTSTANDING VISUAL JOURNALIST

Todd Klassy
RANGE magazine
Judge’s Comment: Klassy showcased his 
tremendous eye for detail, creativity and use of 
lighting and color. His work tells a story. 

LOCAL COLUMN

C.J. Hadley
RANGE magazine
Judge’s Comment: I enjoyed the concept of this 
column with the back and forth conversation in one 
edition to the writer’s personal experience with the 
engagement of an individual, community and more. 
Each column is a conversation starter.

Second Place

Michael C. Moberly
edible Reno-Tahoe

Third Place

Sharon Honig-Bear
edible Reno-Tahoe
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PROFILE

Claire McArthur
edible Reno-Tahoe
Embracing Sobriety: Reno-Tahoe chefs talk sober 
living in the high-stress world of restaurant kitchens

Judge’s Comment: This is very compelling stuff. 
I credit fi rst and foremost the author’s ability to 
really get into his subject’s head and download an 
incredibly rich amount of detail about his life and the 
world he works in. Then, his mastery over words and 
form took over, making the reader feel as if he/she 
knew Chapin for a very very long time.

Second Place

Jason Bracelin
rjmagazine
Amazing Stories of the Unbelievable Sci-Fi Sisters

Third Place

Jason Bracelin
rjmagazine
Hanging with Steve Aoki

OVERALL DESIGN

Las Vegas Weekly

L.E. Baskow
rjmagazine
Mr. Kimsey’s neighborhood

Judge’s Comment: Very colorful.

Second Place

Lou Manna
edible Reno-Tahoe
Steeped in Evergreen: Douglas fi r syrup gives rich, 
earthy note to mocktails and cocktails.

Third Place

Benjamin Hager
rjmagazine
Social Climbers

MULTIPLE PHOTO ESSAY OR GALLERY

Second Place

Freeman Design Group 
edible Reno-Tahoe

Third Place

Las Vegas Magazine

BUSINESS FEATURE STORY

John Glionna
rjmagazine
The Implausible, Chaotic, Locally Sourced, Do-It-
Himself, Chicken-Adjacent Dreams of Vern Van 
Winkle

Judge’s Comment: A smart and well-written story 
that generously tells the tale of a community 
member’s success. Pulls readers in and keeps their 
attention.

Second Place

Ryan Miller, Tahoe Quarterly
Positive Spin

Judge’s Comment: An interesting story. The writing 
is clean, well organized and loaded with colorful 
details.

Third Place

John Glionna, rjmagazine
In the Heart of the City

Judge’s Comment: Great story about a local 
business community from a uniquely Las Vegas 
perspective. It’s well written, with local relevance and 
news value. 
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CLYDE’S LAMENT • SOLDIERING ON IN STILLWATER • FAKE ENVIROS
WHEN TO YODEL, AND WHEN NOT TO • CONFESSIONS OF RED MEAT SURVIVORS

Be Still

Do Not Touch
 the Animals

Laughing at 
Climate Hysteria
Tonight We Ride 

FROM BRANDING 
TO BAGPIPES
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COVER DESIGN

Wesley Gatbonton, Brooke Everson, 
Christopher DeVargas
Las Vegas Magazine
The Drinks Come Out at Night

Judge’s Comment: Fun and unusual.

Second Place

Larry Angier 
RANGE magazine
Caldor Fire

Third Place

David Muench
RANGE magazine
Balsamroot
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Shut down and locked. Quitting time says the clock / that hangs on the wall / but 

oh, it’s so not last call. The mischief has just begun / the doors to Datamosh have 

swung, open. 

In this otherworldly land of Omega Mart / a market beyond super / a super

 marketing scheme / mind bending, unpredictable is the theme.

Portals, lands, slides and scams. Mystery, history behind the nefarious corp / who 

invites guests to unlock the various doors / that take you beyond into other lands / 

where your mind will gladly bend into their hands. 

But tonight the cocktails have their own fun / one by one by one / coming to life 

before the sun / rises. They’ll trip, they’ll travel, they’ll enjoy the baffle / of the mind / 

when inside the art of Omega Mart / a store that picks your brain apart. 

The drinks come out at night. They’ve been given sight, flight, no longer bound to 

the bar to the right / of the entrance to the store / of unusual groceries, mostly. The 

drinks come out at night to frolic and explore / to find out exactly what’s in store.

Photo Credit

By 
KIKO MIYASATO

Creative Direction by 
WESLEY GATBONTON  

& BROOKE EVERSON

Photography by 
CHRISTOPHER DEVARGAS 

Omega Mart’s cocktails are full of personality
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FEATURE PHOTO

C.J. Hadley, 
John Bardwell
RANGE 
magazine

Second Place

Freeman 
Design Group 
edible Reno-
Tahoe

Third Place

Wesley Gatbonton, 
Brooke Everson, 
Christopher 
DeVargas
Las Vegas Magazine

Urban,Magazines,Rural
ARTS AND CULTURE COMMENTARY

Jason Bracelin
rjmagazine
Judge’s Comment: Very well written. Enjoyed the 
comparison of 50 years ago and today in the mind of 
Thompson and the backdrop of Vegas. Some things 
never truly change, they just have different platforms 
for expression.

Second Place

Cynthia Delaney
Elko Daily Free Press

Third Place

Brent Holmes
Double Scoop

FEATURE WRITING

Jason Bracelin
rjmagazine
Amazing Stories of the Unbelievable Sci-fi  Sisters

Judge’s Comment: The author really grabbed my 
attention from the beginning, and halfway through 
the article I already felt attached to these young 
ladies. Nice job!

Second Place

Marjorie Haun
RANGE magazine
A Cowgirl’s Vision

Third Place

Michael Rohm
Tahoe Quarterly
Searching for the Meaning of Van Life


